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7. AN ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION RELATING TO RESIDENTIAL RENTAL
REGISTRATION.

STAFF REPORT

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL ON STAFF REPORT

READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 08-19

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PULLMAN, WHITMAN
COUNTY, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO TITLE 6, LICENSES AND TAXATION,
ADDING CHAPTER 6.98 RESIDENTIAL RENTAL UNIT REGISTRATION, AND OTHER
MATTERS PROPERLY RELATED THERETO.

READING OF RESOLUTION NO. R-91-08

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FEE SCHEDULE FOR RESIDENTIAL RENTAL UNIT
REGISTRATION AND RENEWAL REQUIRED PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE
PULLMAN CITY CODE 6.°98.

DISCUSSION

ACTION TAKEN
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION
For Meeting of: November 18, 2008

ACTION REQUESTED
Adopt attached Ordinance, establishing a residential rental unit registration system, and adopt attached Resolution

establishing a fee schedule for the residential rental unit registrations.

BACKGROUND
The Council has discussed the adoption of varying forms of residential rental registration requirements in

each of the past five years that I have represented the City. In its discussions, the Council rejected more restrictive
and involved forms of rental licensing and inspection (e.g., the “Pasco approach™). However, in 2007 and 2008, the
Council adopted goals that involved local registration gathering only emergency contact information and collecting
only the minimum fee necessary to cover the cost of administration. As set forth in further detail in City Supervisor
Sherman’s memo on the background of the issue, this Council has considered and discussed prior drafts of this
proposed Ordinance on ten occasions since the fall of 2007. Two meetings were held in March and April of 2008
for the purpose of receiving public comments and, where practical and legally defensible, the draft ordinance was
revised accordingly. Based on the public input, the Council bifurcated the MLS business registration from the rental
registration in order to keep the rental registration system simple and designed only for our local needs. The Council
also requested the development of a definition of a ‘rental unit’ that treats the owners of large apartment complexes
similarly to the owners of single family rental units.

In its current form, the Ordinance achieves both the City Council’s goal of a rental property registration
system and the directive to obtain only necessary emergency contact information from the owners of residential
rental properties. The registration requirements, definitions and fee structure have been drafted to create as equitable
of aregistration system as is feasible given the unique nature of every landlord’s rental business and the limitations
of the City’s business registration software program.

The accompanying Resolution establishes a minimal initial registration fee of $20 per registration and an
annual renewal fee of $10. Although staff cannot definitively establish the actual cost of administering this new
registration program, we believe these fees are appropriate and fair and staff will monitor and report back to the
Council on the actual costs after we have at least a year of experience on which to rely.

RECOMMENDATION
1) By motion, adopt an Ordinance establishing a Residential Rental Unit Registration requirement; and
2) By motion, adopt a Resolution establishing the initial and annual renewal fee schedule for Residential Rental

Unit Registrations.

FISCAL IMPACT
$ n/a
BARS Code Number
SUBMITTED BY ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL REVIEW/ACTION
Name: Laura D. McAloon 1. Ordinance No. 08-19
Title: City Attorney 2. Resolution R- 91-08
Department: Administration 3. History of Rental Registration Issue
REVIEWED BY
Initial Date
Department Head

City Supervisor i fl— i¥-0¢
City Attorney ) L= 14- 0%

(As To Form) )




ORDINANCE NO. 08- 19

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PULLMAN, WHITMAN
COUNTY, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO TITLE 6, LICENSES AND TAXATION,
ADDING CHAPTER 6.98 RESIDENTIAL RENTAL UNIT REGISTRATION, AND
OTHER MATTERS PROPERLY RELATED THERETO.

WHEREAS, the City of Pullman is charged with the protection
of the public health, safety and welfare of all its citizens
through the enforcement of state laws and local laws, including,
but not 1limited to Pullman City Code (PCC) Title 2, “Building
Code”, PCC Title 3 “Fire Code”, PCC Title 5, “Health and
Sanitation”, PCC Title 8 “Public Safety and Morals”, PCC Title 9
“Animals”, PCC Title 11, “Streets and Sidewalks”, and PCC Title

17 “Zoning”; and

WHEREAS, the City of Pullman has certain duties,
obligations and responsibilities for the prompt notification of
property owners where police officers have investigated or cited
persons for violation of certain State criminal statutes on

rented premises; and

WHEREAS, the City of Pullman desires to maintain a database
of current property ownership information and emergency contact
information for certain residential rental properties located
within the City in order to adequately comply with the City’s

legal obligations under State and local laws; and

WHEREAS, the City of Pullman, through business registration
has the ability to require the registration of residential
rental properties in the City for public safety purposes and to
protect the health, safety and welfare of all of the citizens of

the city of Pullman; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council has conducted public meetings and
received substantial amounts of testimony and evidence
concerning the registration of residential rental units for the
benefit of promoting the health, safety and welfare of each

citizen of the City of Pullman; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Pullman, Washington has
determined it is in the best interest of the health, safety and
welfare of the citizens of the City of Pullman to require all
owners of residential rental properties to register said

properties with the City; now, therefore,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PULLMAN, WASHINGTON DO
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS;



Section 1: There is added to the Pullman City Code a new

section to chapter 6.98 to read as follows:

6.98.010 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to

provide for a means of obtaining public safety and emergency
contact information on existing and new residential rental
properties in the City, and to assist in the effective
administration of the City’s obligations under state and local

laws.

Section 2: There is added to the Pullman City Code a new

section to chapter 6.98 to read as follows:

6.98.020 Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter,

the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall

have the meanings given in this section:

(1) “Authorized Property Management Representative” (APMR)
means a Person identified in writing by an Owner as
authorized to manage and supervise one or more
Residential Rental Units owned by a Person. An Owner
shall promptly notify the City in writing of any
change in the Owner’s Authorized Property Management
Representative. For purposes of accepting registration
applications and for enforcement of this chapter, the
City shall rely on the most current written
identification of an Authorized Property Management

Representative in the City’'s files.
(2) “City” means the City of Pullman.

(3) “Multi-unit apartment complex” means a complex

consisting of one or more apartment buildings.

(4) “Person” includes the singular and the plural and also
means and includes any person, firm, corporation,
association, partnership, 1limited 1liability company,
individual receiver, assignee, trustee, trust, estate,

joint venture, company, or any group of individuals

acting as a unit, whether mutual, cooperative,
fraternal, nonprofit, or otherwise. For purposes of
this chapter, *“Person” shall include an Authorized

Property Management Representative identified in

writing by an Owner.

(5) “Owner” means the legal owner of the real property on

which any Residential Rental Unit is located.



(6)

*Residential Rental Unit” shall mean any free-standing
structure or part of a structure or multi-unit
apartment complex for which the City has assigned a
street address, which is used, in whole or in part, as
a home, residence or sleeping place by one or more
persons; and for which rent is charged by or on behalf
of the Owner. For purposes of registering multi-unit
apartment complexes, each  free-standing Dbuilding
located within a multi-unit apartment complex shall

constitute a separate Residential Rental Unit.

Section 3: There is added to the Pullman City Code a new

section to chapter 6.98 to read as follows:

6.98.030 Residential Rental Unit Registration Required.

(1)

(3)

(4)

Effective July 1, 2009, no person shall make available
for rent, or rent, lease, or let, to the public any
Residential Rental Unit as defined in Section 6.98.020
of this title without first registering the
Residential Rental Unit with the Pullman Police
Department as required by this title, unless exempted
herein. An Owner of multiple Residential Rental Units
shall separately register each Residential Rental Unit
by its assigned street address. An Owner of a multi-
unit apartment complex shall separately register by
its assigned street address and shall also register
and identify each separate building within the multi-

unit apartment complex.

The fees for registration and renewal shall be as set
forth in the current fee resolution adopted by the

City Council.

Residential Rental Unit registrations are non-
transferable. When any Residential Rental Unit
changes ownership, the new Owner shall register with
the City within thirty (30) days of the closing date
of the sale or transfer of the real property on which

the Residential Rental Unit is located.

The Owner or an Authorized Property Management
Representative shall complete the registration form

provided by the Pullman Police Department with the

following information:

(a) Street address of Residential Rental Unit;



(b) Name, date of birth, address, telephone and email

contact information for the Owner;

(c) Where applicable, the name, date of birth (for
individuals), address, telephone and email
contact information for the Owner’s Authorized

Property Management Representative;

(d) A minimum of one (1) emergency contact name and
24 hour contact information for purposes of
emergency notifications relating to the use or

occupancy of the Residential Rental Unit;

(e) The maximum anticipated number of occupants of

each Residential Rental Unit.

(f) For multi-building apartment complexes, the Owner
or APMR shall identify clearly each building in
the complex and shall provide the City with the
identifying numbers or letters for each
individual apartment within each building. The
identifying numbers or letters for each building
shall also be posted on the exterior of each
building in letters or numbers at least four (4)
inches high and in a color contrasting with the

building color.

Section 4: There is added to the Pullman City Code a new

section to chapter 6.98 to read as follows:

6.98.040 Residential Rental Unit Registration - Exemptions.

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to:

(1) Property owners leasing or renting a Residential
Rental Unit contained within a residential structure
which is also occupied by the owner as his or her
primary residence; provided, this exemption shall only
apply to structures consisting of two or fewer

dwelling units.

(2) Property owners leasing or renting a dwelling unit in
a duplex residential structure where one of the duplex
units is occupied by the owner as his or her primary

residence.

Section 5: There is added to the Pullman City Code a new

section to chapter 6.98 to read as follows:



6.98.060 Registration Renewal and Updates.

(1) A Residential Rental Unit registration shall be valid
for one (1) year from the date of registration and the
expiration date shall be noted on the registration
form. An owner or the owner’s authorized property
management representative shall renew the registration
with the City on or before the date of expiration.
Failure to renew a registration may result in the
imposition of a late —renewal ©penalty fee as

established by the City.

(2) If any of the information required for registration
changes during the term of the Registration, the Owner
or APMR shall provide the City with updated
information within 30 days. Failure to update

registration information may result in a penalty.

Section 5: There is added to the Pullman City Code a new

section to chapter 6.98 to read as follows:

6.98.070 Vioclations. Failure to comply with any of the

requirements of this chapter shall be a Class 1 civil infraction
and shall be punishable by the imposition of a monetary penalty.
Each person who violates or fails to comply with this chapter is
guilty of separate code infractions for each and every day that
the violation continues. Subsequent violations after the
issuance of a Notice of Infraction may be punishable by two

times the penalty for a Class 1 civil infraction.

Section 6: There is added to the Pullman City Code a new
section to chapter 6.98 to read as follows:

6.98.080 Severability. If any provisions of this ordinance

are declared unconstitutional, or the applicability thereof to
any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
constitutionality of the remainder of this ordinance and the
applicability thereof to persons and circumstances shall not be

affected thereby.

Section 7: This ordinance, or a summary thereof, shall be
published in the official newspaper of the city of Pullman. This
ordinance shall be in full force and take effect five (5) days

after publication.

PASSED by the City Council of the city of Pullman at a
regular meeting held on the day of
2008.

r




SIGNED by the Mayor in Authentication and Approval

on the day of

Approved as to form:

, 2008.

City Attorney

Summary Published:

Thereof

Mayor

ATTEST:

Finance Director



RESOLUTION NO. R- 91 -0s

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FEE SCHEDULE FOR RESIDENTIAL RENTAL UNIT
REGISTRATION AND RENEWAL REQUIRED PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF
THE PULLMAN CITY CODE 6.98.

WHEREAS, the City Council for the city of Pullman has
adopted, by Ordinance No. 08- , the provisions Pullman City

Code 6.98, Commercial Business Registration; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Pullman City Code
6.98.030(2) and 6.98.060, the City Council 1is to set by
resolution a nonrefundable registration application or renewal
fee to cover the City’s cost of initial registration issuance or

registration renewal; and,

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council for the city of Pullman
that the following fee schedule is hereby adopted for the
Residential Rental Unit Registration required pursuant to the

provisions of 6.98, to-wit:

PCC SECTION TYPE OF REGISTRATION CITY FEE
6.98.030(2) Initial $20/registration
6.98.060 Renewal $10/registration

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the city of
Pullman that the fee schedule shall become effective after the
July 1, 2009, and shall remain in effect until the effective

date of any subsequent revisions of the fee schedule.

ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Pullman at the

regular meeting this day of , 2008.

DATED this day of , 2008.

Mayor

ATTEST:

Finance Director

Approved at to form:

City Attorney




CITY OF PULLMAN

Administration/Finance
325 S.E. Paradise Street, Pullman, WA 99163
(509) 338-3208  Fax (509) 334-2751

admin(@punman-wa.gov

MEMORANDUM
TO: Mayor and City Council
FROM: John Sherman, City Supervisor
RE: Background History of the Rental Registration Issue

DATE: November 3, 2008

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide some background history
pertaining to the rental registration issue. In 2007 the City Council adopted a goal that
stated: .

Explore implementing a business registration program, including rental
housing, so that the city can obtain needed emergency contact information
and charge only a fee that will cover the administrative expenses of the
business registration program.

At the City Council meeting on September 25, 2007, a discussion was held on the
topics of business registration and rental licensing. A copy of the minutes from the
meeting is attached.

On November 27, 2007, the City Council held a public meeting on business
registration and rental licensing. As you will note from the attached minutes, extensive
public testimony was provided for the City Council’s consideration.

At the City Council meeting on January 8, 2008, another City Council discussion
took place regarding the rental inspection issue. A copy of the minutes is attached.

A public meeting was held on rental inspections at the City Council meeting on
March 4. Extensive public input was provided at this meeting. A copy of the minutes is
attached.

A public meeting on business registration was held at the City Council meeting on
April 8,2008. As you will noted from the attached minutes, several individuals
addressed rental licensing in their comments.



The City Council formally adopted another goal regarding business registration
including rental housing at the City Council meeting on April 22. This 2008 goal stated:

In the interest of public safety, continue to explore the creation of a
business registration program that includes rental housing and continue to
pursue options with WSU relating to the creation of an off-campus
housing office.

At the City Council meeting on May 6, 2008, rental registration issues were
discussed as part of the City Council discussion of a draft business registration ordinance.
The minutes are attached.

Rental registration was again discussed during the discussion of business
licensing at the City Council meeting on May 20, 2008. A copy of the minutes is
attached.

At the City Council meeting on August 12, 2008, the City Council conducted
another discussion on business registration and rental registration. The minutes are
attached.

The City Council adopted a business registration and a fee schedule at the City
Council meeting on August 26, 2008. At the same meeting the City Council discussed
rental registration and fees. A copy of the minutes is attached.

On October 21, 2008, the City Council held a discussion of the status of rental
registration, its costs, and public records issues. A copy of the minutes is attached.

During the joint meeting with ASWSU on October 28, it was also noted that the
rental registration ordinance would be considered for adoption at the meeting on
November 18.

In summary, the rental registration issue has been discussed numerous times at
City Council meetings over the course of the last fourteen months. Much public input
has been received through a variety of means including public meetings, letters, and e-
mails. We recommend that an additional opportunity for public input be offered when
the rental registration ordinance is before you for consideration for adoption at the City
Council meeting on November 18.



City Council minutes excerpt September 25, 2007 (1 of3 pgs.)

Discussions

Agenda Items 10.
for Joint Meeting
with ASWSU

Business Regis- 11.
tration and Rental
Licensing

Davison responded. Councilmember Bloom asked if
both proposals had the data transfer issue. Ms.
Davison responded.

Resolution No. R-88-07 by title only reads as
follows:

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF ZOLL DATA
SYSTEMS, INC. FOR AMBULANCE BILLING SOFTWARE AND
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF THE
CONTRACT FOR SAID PROJECT.

Councilmember Waldrop moved, Councilmember
Sorensen seconded to adopt Resolution No. R-88-
07. The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on agenda items for the joint meeting
with ASWSU. City Supervisor Sherman summarized
the suggested topic 1list and asked the City
Council for additional discussion items.
Councilmember Benjamin stated he did not want to
see the Transit discussion 1limited to route
expansion, it should include a discussion on
service quality. Councilmember Heath suggested
adding nuisance ordinance provisions to the
discussion regarding the open container and
proposed fighting ordinances. Councilmember
Waldrop suggested adding sexual assault incidents
to the agenda. Councilmember Paul suggested that
the golf course construction update be added to
the agenda. Mayor Johnson stated that ASWSU
would be adding items to the agenda.
Councilmember Benjamin stated that he would like
the items to be discussion items versus staff
reports. Councilmember Bloom suggested adding
the graffiti problem to the agenda if it does not
fall under the nuisance ordinance discussion.

r—————

Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on business registration and rental
licensing. City Supervisor Sherman introduced
the topic which included a history of the goal
and the current progress of information
gathering. City Attorney McAloon provided an
update on the Washington State Supreme Court
decision for City of Pasco versus Shaw.
Councilmember Heath highlighted some of the facts
from the Pasco case and stated she would be
interested in hearing about conditions of the
recent WSU property acquisitions. Councilmember
Bloom stated the intent of the registration,
licensing, and inspections is to improve rental
conditions because he felt the City is obligated
to insure the well-being of its citizens and
cited examples of some of Pullman’s poor rental
conditions. Councilmember Bloom commented on
recent WSU purchases of properties that have
helped improve conditions and stated that the
proposed licensing and inspections is not to
target landlords. Councilmember Waldrop asked
what would happen in the cases where subleases
were involved and if the registration and
licensing could address that situation. City
Attorney McAloon responded.

Councilmember Paul asked if there was any way to
address the rental inspections without having to
implement a city-wide 1licensing requirement.
City Attorney McAloon responded. Councilmember
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Benjamin expressed concern about the time period
between inspections and renewals and asked if
there would be a liability associated with the
inspections where 1issues were noted. City
Attorney McAloon responded.

Councilmember Bloom made comments on the pitfalls
of business licensing and stated that licensing
does not have to be an albatross. Councilmember
Waldrop noted that with the City of Pasco the
inspections are primarily performed by the
government and not private inspectors and noted
that the program costs in Pasco don’t match its
fees. City Attorney McAloon responded.
Councilmember Paul asked if the inspections would
be required for WSU rentals. Councilmember Bloom
responded. Mayor Johnson asked if the
inspections would be required for fraternities
and sororities. City Attorney McAloon and City
Supervisor Sherman responded.

City Supervisor Sherman commented on previous
attempts to address the deficient housing in
Pullman. Councilmember Bloom commented on the
residential inspection form that is used by
Pasco. Councilmember Bloom stated he liked the
form and its focus on life-safety. Councilmember
Paul asked if the registrations and 1licenses
would become public records. City Attorney
McAloon responded. Councilmember Benjamin noted
that the social security number is included on
the Pasco license and expressed concern with that
becoming a public record. City Attorney McAloon
responded. Councilmember Heath stated that
during the Better Neighborhoods for Pullman
discussions that a phase-in plan was discussed
and that she was not interested in subsidizing an
inspection program. City Attorney McaAloon
responded. Mayor Johnson asked if there were any
other levels for appeals in the Pasco case. City
Attorney McAloon responded. Councilmember
Sorensen stated he was happy to see the ‘Pasco
ordinance was upheld and stated that this was
needed in Pullman and 1f it needed to be
subsidized it was worth the cost. Councilmember
Heath asked if the City could charge for full-
cost recovery of the program. City Attorney
McAloon and City Supervisor Sherman responded.
Police Chief Weatherly summarized the need for
licensing information to alert citizens in case
of emergencies and to help enforce existing City
ordinances.

Mayor Johnson asked if the information provided
by the licensing would lower the incidents of
door-forced entries. Police Chief Weatherly
responded. Councilmember Heath commented on the
master licensing service provided by the state
and asked why Whitcom could not partner with the
state. Finance Director Woo responded.
Councilmember Sorensen asked if the emergency
contact information that is provided to the fire
department is shared with the police department.

Police Chief Weatherly responded. Finance
Director Woo noted that the inspection issue
could prohibit partnership with the master
licensing service. City Supervisor Sherman
concluded the discussion and stated that public
comments would be welcomed in future discussions
on the issue.

Councilmember Bloom stated that the majority of
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NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT

the landlords in Pullman do a good job and that
the problems that were being discussed are from a
small percentage of landlords. Mayor Johnson
stated that the majority of college towns are
dealing with these same issues.

There were no items of new business.
Councilmember Waldrop moved, Councilmember Bloom
seconded to adjourn the regular meeting of the
City Council.

Motion Carried.

Mayor Johnson adjourned the regular meeting of
the City Council at 9:06 p.m.



City Council minutes excérpt November 27, 2007 (1 of 7 pgs.)

Claim for Dam- 3.

ages - Spielberg

Claim for Dam- 4.

ages - Khalil

Whitman County 5.

Humane Society
Amendment to
Contract
REGULAR AGENDA

Motion

Change Order on 6.

Transit Building
Expansion

Ordinance

Ordinance No. 7.

07-29 - Monetary
Donation

Public Hearing

2008 Final 8.
Budget Hearing

Public Meeting

Business Regis- 9.

tration and Rental
Inspections

The Council referred a Claim for Damages
submitted by Anya Spielberg for the sum of
$300.00 to the insurance carrier.

The Council referred a Claim for Damages

submitted by Alexandra Khalil for the sum of
$689.37 to the insurance carrier.

The Council authorized a “Seventh Amendment to
Contract with the Whitman County Humane Society”.

Mayor Johnson announced that this item had been
removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of
Councilmember Paul. Councilmember Paul asked if
these changes were included in the original bid
and if they were planned changes. Public Works
Director Workman responded. Councilmember Paul
moved, Councilmember Sorensen seconded to ratify
Change Order No. 2 to Contract No. 05-02, Transit
Building Expansion. The motion carried
unanimously.

Mayor Johnson announced that this item had been
removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of
Councilmember Waldrop. Councilmember Waldrop
wanted to note the continuing support for the
Neill Public Library and expressed appreciation
to the Shirrod family.

ordinance No. 07-29 by title only reads as
follows:

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A RESTRICTED MONETARY
DONATION FROM PULLMAN COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FROM
THE SHIRROD FAMILY MEMORIAL FUND TO THE NEILL
PUBLIC LIBRARY TO BE USED FOR FUNDING MAINTENANCE
AND JANITORIAL SERVICES AND PURCHASING ORIGINAL
ART.

Councilmember Waldrop moved, Councilmember
Benjamin seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 07-29.
The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Johnson announced that a public hearing was
scheduled for the final hearing on the 2008
budget. Finance Director Woo presented the staff
report which included a summary of the General
Fund and total City budgets and comments on
Initiative 747. There were no questions from the

Council. Mayor Johnson opened the public
hearing. There were no gquestions from the
audience. Mayor Johnson closed the public
hearing.

Mayor Johnson announced that a public meeting was
scheduled on business registration and rental
inspections. He stated that many university
cities across the nation are having the same
challenges as the City of Pullman and described
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discussions he had at the National League of
Cities conference that he recently attended.
City Supervisor Sherman presented a staff report
which described the actions and discussions that
have taken place in the past 1in regard to
business registration and rental inspections.
Police Chief Weatherly presented a staff report
on Option 1 which is to implement a business
registration requirement to be administered by
the Police Department. Councilmember Waldrop
asked how successful the voluntary registration
has been and if the information provided has been

helpful. Police Chief Weatherly responded.
Councilmember Paul asked how Option No. 1 would
apply to ‘“cottage industries”. Police Chief

Weatherly responded. Councilmember Heath asked
what the penalty would be for not registering.
Police Chief Weatherly and City Attorney McAloon
responded. Councilmember Benjamin asked if there
was a difference between contacting businesses
and contacting homeowners during emergencies.
Police Chief Weatherly responded.

Planning Director Dickinson presented a staff
report which described the types of businesses
the City Council could consider requiring to
register. Councilmember Benjamin asked if there
were any restrictions on the types of businesses
that would be required to register or if all
businesses would have to be required to register.
City Attorney McAloon responded. Councilmember
Waldrop stated he felt the collection of 911
information was a different issue from business
registration. Councilmember Heath responded by
stating she did not feel 1limited to the 911
discussion and there were good reasons to expand
the discussion to include business registration
and rental inspections.

Finance Director Woo presented the staff report
on Option No. 2 which 1is to partner with
Washington State in their Master License Service.

City Attorney McAloon presented a staff report on
Option No. 3 which is modeled after the Pasco
rental inspection ordinance. Councilmember Heath
asked how the City could enforce dilapidated
housing under the current nuisance ordinance.
City Attorney McAloon responded. Mayor Johnson
asked if there were time limits imposed to fix
issues related to the nuisance ordinance. City
Attorney McAloon and Senior Building Inspector
Greg Colvig responded. Councilmember Heath asked
if the City could distribute information to
certain occupants to help them improve their
living conditions. City Attorney McAloon and
Mayor Johnson responded. Councilmember Benjamin,
Mayor Johnson, and City Attorney McAloon
discussed the 1liability exposures related to
rental inspections.

Senior Building Inspector Greg Colvig presented a
staff report on what he observed when he traveled
to Pasco to review their rental inspection
program. Mayor Johnson asked if the City of
Pasco has been making progress in improving
living conditions. Senior Building Inspector
Colvig responded. Mayor Johnson asked how long a
typical Pasco inspection took to perform. Senior
Building Inspector Colvig responded.
Councilmember Bloom asked how many code
violations were observed during the Pasco visit.
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Mr. Colvig responded. Councilmember Bloom asked
how many calls the City of Pullman receives for
life-safety inspections. Mr. Colvig responded.

Public Works Director Workman presented Option
No. 4 which is to revisit the Pullman rental
housing certification program that was proposed
during 2002. Councilmember Heath asked if
protective building inspections cover all the
Landlord-Tenant Act requirements. Mr. Colvig and
Public Works Director Workman responded. Mayor
Johnson asked 1f the protective inspections
included review of safety issues such as working
smoke  detectors. Mr. Colvig responded.
Councilmember Heath asked if a checklist was used
during the protective ‘inspections and asked how
the inspection records are currently being
maintained. Mr. Colvig responded to both
questions. Councilmember Waldrop noted that some
universities have off-campus living offices and
asked how those functioned. Public Works
Director Workman responded. Councilmember Paul
stated he felt 1like there were two separate
issues. One is the business registration and the
second 1is rental inspections. City Attorney
McAloon responded by describing code enforcement
efforts and the differences between that and
business registration and rental inspections.
Councilmember Heath commented on the differences
between code enforcement and business
registration.

City Supervisor Sherman presented closing
comments on the issue and suggested that the
public be allowed to provide input.

Richard Domey, 945 SE Glen Echo, stated that
Washington State law already regulates the same
issues through items such as the Landlord-Tenant
Act. Mr. Domey stated he had no issues with
business registration and explained the
information has been compiled in the past and
that he felt substandard housing does not exist
because it has been taken care of by the free
market.

Allison Munch-Rotolo, 635 NE Illinois, speaking
on behalf of the College Hill Association, spoke
in support of the issues because of the public
safety and welfare benefits. Ms. Rotolo stated
that the rental inspections would provide
incentive for landlords to provide adequate
housing, that student members of the College Hill
Association support the program even though they
realize there will be increased costs that will
be passed on, and that the City Council move
promptly to enact the City of Pasco model.

John Chapman, 405 NW North Street, spoke in
opposition to rental inspections because he felt
they were overkill. Mr. Chapman provided his
estimated costs for implementation of an
inspection program and suggested a solution would
be to educate students on their rights as
tenants.

Gerald Schlatter, 365 NW Janet and WSU Capital
Planning and Development, described efforts made
by Washington State University to make
improvements to housing and its approach to be a
good neighbor in the community. Mr. Schlatter
stated there were problems with poor housing and
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is surprised that a major accident has not
occurred. Mr. Schlatter stated that the City and
Washington State University have a responsibility
to do something to protect its citizens.
Councilmember Waldrop asked if Mr. Schlatter had
any knowledge of other universities that have
implemented a rental certification program. Mr.
Schlatter responded.

Lynn Myers, President of the newly formed Whitman
County Landlord and Tenant Association, asked if
anyone has analyzed the impact of a rental
inspection program on affordable housing and the
impacts on the economy because of future
development going elsewhere because of the
increased cost. Councilmember Heath asked if the
Whitman County Landlord and Tenant Association
has adopted standards for housing inspections and
viclations and if the Association has worked on
educating citizens on the Landlord-Tenant Act.
Ms. Myers responded.

Mayor Johnson noted that the City of Moscow is
considering the same process.

Eileen Macoll, 1165 S. Grand, stated that the
rental inspection program was well intended but
may have unintended consequences and it does not
address the major issues which are parking and
parties. Ms. Macoll stated that another city
that has 9,000 rental units has four staff people
to administer the program. Ms. Macoll pointed
out a flaw in the proposed ordinance and that she
felt that functional and adequate housing is
being provided.

John Kramer, 1415 NW Douglas, stated that the
problem is bigger than College Hill and that
these issues occur throughout the City. Mr.
Kramer stated he felt that the information that
was collected on the issue was restricted to
College Hill. Mr. Kramer stated he supported
business registration and rental inspections
because the students have limited time to solve
the problems on their own.

Kevin Zakarison, 304 Park West, spoke in
opposition to the inspection program because he
felt that the unsafe properties in Pullman make
up a very small percentage and that there are
avenues to protect tenants. Mr. Zakarison stated
that he felt the program would punish the
majority because of the actions of a few.

Alice Schroeder, 145 SW Arbor, President of the
League of Women Voters, urged the Council to
enact the ordinance because it is necessary for
public safety. Ms. Schroeder stated that the
cost of the inspections and registration would be
very minimal when looking at the cost per single
unit.

Mel Taylor, WSU External Affairs, stated that
there were two distinct issues and that there is
indeed a housing problem. Mr. Taylor stated that
business registration is important so that the
City knows who is doing business within Pullman
so it can protect its citizens.

Dorothy Swanson, 1055 NE Creston Lane, asked if
all the licenses would be the same or if there
would be a different treatment for owner-occupied
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rentals. Ms. Swanson asked if the licensing
information would be confidential and stated that
block watch programs have contact information.

Alex Hammond, 1110 NE Indiana, College Hill
Association, spoke in support of the ordinance
modeled after the City of Pasco’s program. He
urged the Council to explore the quality of
housing within Pullman and stated he felt that
the rental inspection program would be a self-
supporting program or budget neutral. Mr.
Hammond stated the purpose of the inspection
program would be to protect its citizens and that
every landlord should have a moral obligation to
inspect their properties to ensure safety.

Anita Hornbeck, 405 NW North, described the
impacts of the costs of the registration and
inspection program on her properties and that she
would like to see the properties that are not up
to standards. Ms. Hornbeck described the College
Hill study recommendations that don’'t support the
rental inspection program. Ms. Hornbeck stated
there maybe problems in finding qualified
inspectors because home inspectors do not
qualify. Ms. Hornbeck said she was not in
support of the rental inspection program.

Ryan Johnson, 620 NE Maple, spoke in favor of the
rental inspection program and stated that he
understood that the cost of the program would be
passed on to tenants. Mr. Johnson stated that
part of the problem is that absentee owners do
not have a vested interest in the condition of
their properties. Mr. Johnson stated he did call
for a life-safety inspection but the issues were
deemed to be covered under the Landlord-Tenant
Act. Mr. Johnson stated students do not want
adversarial relationships with their landlords.

Richard Kowalski, 1125 Davis Way, stated that the
proposed ordinance does not have any teeth and
that inspections would be a violation of property

owner rights. Mr. Koalski stated he felt
inspections should be separate from business
registration.

Dave Gibney, 760 Reaney Way, stated that when he
was a student at WSU he had lived in substandard
housing but does not support inspections because
he felt properties have improved because of
various association’s efforts and that the market
forces have accelerated improvements.

Tom Weaver, 530 SW Fountain, stated he does not
support the heavy-handed approcach of the rental
inspection program and that he thought
distributing information to tenants was a good
idea. Mr. Weaver stated the inspections would
have a negative economic impact on the community
because money that would be spent on inspections
and registrations would be not be spent on making
improvements to properties. Mr. Weaver urged the
Council to keep Pullman a warm and welcome place.

Donald Snyder, landlord in Pullman, stated that
many apartment units have come online in recent
years and that competition has forced
improvements to properties. Mr. Snyder pointed
out that insurance riders perform property audits
to insure safety. Mr. Snyder asked for
clarification on the federal court appeal in the
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Pasco case. City Attorney McAloon responded.

Patricia Maarhuis, 415 SE High, spoke in support
of Option No. 3, the Pasco model, because it is a
community-safety issue. Ms. Maarhuis noted that
many of the arguments heard tonight are the same
ones that were heard with the nuisance ordinance
and that the nuisance ordinance seems to be a

success. Ms. Maarhuis asked how the City of
Pullman would know what the actual problem is
without an inspection program. Ms. Maarhuis

asked for verification that only 20 life-safety
inspections have occurred in the last year.
Public Works Director Workman responded.

Councilmember Bloom stated that he felt this was
a problem that existed and read a letter that he
received from a WSU student complaining about
substandard housing. Councilmember Bloom stated
that he has seen substandard housing for himself
and that students are not equipped to deal with
the issue on their own. Councilmember Bloom
stated that he did not want to wait for a
disaster to occur before admitting there is a
problem and that the City should work to develop
a sgystem that will address the issues without
overburdening the landlords.

Councilmember Paul stated he agreed with
Councilmember Bloom and asked how to handle the
small percentage of the landlords who cause the
problems. Councilmember Bloom responded.
Councilmember Heath stated that the buyer beware
concept is no longer valid and that it is easy to
take advantage of students. Councilmember Heath
stated she felt there are problems that go beyond
the substandard housing issues and that the
Landlord-Tenant Act is not easy to understand.
Councilmember Heath stated she felt there are
problems and noted the various actions of ASWSU
that support that there are problems.
Councilmember Heath stated that a wmandatory
inspection program leaves no room for discretion
and presented a plan to address the issues that
include exploring voluntary rental inspections
again, pursuing fixing the fraternity live-outs,
upgrading the City’'s website so that it has a
section dedicated to the Landlord-Tenant Act,
improve protective inspections so that it
includes clear standards and complete recording
of the inspections, and having WSU pursue
establishing an off-campus housing office to
provide training and tracking complaints.

Councilmember Heath stated she was happy to see
that the Whitman County Landlord and Tenant
Association has been established and 1looks
forward to seeing its bylaws and progress.

Councilmember Waldrop thanked all the attendees
of the meeting and urged that an off-campus
housing office be established by the university
and that energy should be focused on the problem
properties.

Councilmember Paul moved, Councilmember Benjamin
seconded to further discuss the business
registration with 911 emergency contact
information separately from the rental inspection
program. The wmotion passed unanimously.
Councilmember Bloom stated he would like a chance
to review the inspection program with the
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before giving staff direction. City Council
! concurred. Councilmember Waldrop stated he would
; like the addresses for problem properties so
problems could be addressed. City Attorney
McAloon responded. Councilmember Bloom
encouraged citizens to contact the City if there
are issues so they can be addressed.
Councilmember Heath thanked the citizens who
commented at the meeting and through the mail and
stated that this public meeting was an example of
democracy at work.

Oordinances L

\ comments that were given at tonight’'s meeting

Ordinance No. 10. Mayor Johnson announced that an ordinance had
07-30 - Tax been prepared fixing the amount of tax levy for
Levy 2007 for collection in 2008. Finance Director

Woo presented the staff report. There were no

questions from Council.

Ordinance No. 07-30 by title only reads as
follows:

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE AMOUNT OF TAX LEVY FOR
THE YEAR 2007 FOR COLLECTION IN 2008 TO RAISE
REVENUE TO MEET ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES AND
ESTABLISHING THE SPECIAL LEVY TO MEET GENERAL
OBLIGATION BOND INDEBTEDNESS.

Councilmember Bloom moved, Councilmember Stiller
seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 07-30. The
motion carried unanimously.

Ordinance No. 11. Mayor Johnson announced that an ordinance had
07-31 - EMS Levy been prepared fixing the amount of the EMS tax
levy for 2007 for collection in 2008. Finance

Director Woo presented the staff report. There
were no questions.

Ordinance No. 07-31 by title only reads as
follows:

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE AMOUNT OF THE EMERGENCY
MEDICAL SERVICE (EMS) TAX LEVY FOR THE YEAR 2007
FOR COLLECTION IN 2008 TO RAISE REVENUE TO MEET
ESTIMATED EMS EXPENDITURES.

Councilmember Paul moved, Councilmember Sorensen
seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 07-31. The
motion carried unanimously.

Resolutions
Resolution No. 12. Mayor Johnson announced that a resolution had
R-91-07 - Bad Debts been prepared declaring certain accounts as bad

debts. Finance Director Woo presented the staff
report. Councilmember Heath asked if the utility
account in the amount of $3,098 was a single
account. Finance Director Woo responded.
Councilmember Benjamin asked 1f there were
demographics available on the uncollectible
ambulance accounts. Finance Director Woo and
Fire Chief Wilkins responded. Councilmember
Waldrop asked if the utility account write-offs
could have a lien be recorded to help with
collection. Finance Director Woo and City
Attorney McAloon responded. Councilmember Bloom
referred to a letter that was received from an
ambulance transport that complained of incorrect
address information and asked what is done to try
to find data on accounts. Fire Chief Wilkins
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Reports

WSU Capital
Planning
Presentation

Discussions

City Council
Vacancy

Joint Meeting
with ASWSU

Rental Inspec-
tion Discussion

10.

11.

(1997); 98-9 §1 (1998); 99-2 §§1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 10,
11 AND 12 (1999); 02-41 §§2, 3 AND 4 (2002); AND
05-2 §§2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 14, 16, 20 AND 23 (2005);
ADDING SECTION 2.10.160 AND 2.15.050; AND
REPEALING CHAPTERS 2.40 SWIMMING POOL CODE AND
2.45 ABATEMENT CODE AND PULLMAN CITY ORDINANCES
NOS. 86-11 §12 (1986); 86-17 §8§1, 2, 3, 4, 5 AND
6 (1986); 86-18 §§1, 2, 3 AND 4 (1986); 89-14 §12
(1989); 96-2 §§12 AND 13 (1996); 99-2 §13 (1999)
AND 05-2 §§22 AND 26, (2005) AND OTHER MATTERS
PROPERLY PERTAINING THERETO.

Councilmember Bloom moved, Councilmember Waldrop
seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 08-2. The motion
carried unanimously.

Mel Taylor, Executive Director of Real Estate and
External Affairs at WSU, presented a report that
included a summary of the WSU real estate
projects, properties owned by WSU and WsSU
improvements made within off-campus housing and
the Greek system, and initial discussions about
establishing an off-campus housing office.
Councilmember Bloom noted that historical houses
that Mr. Taylor presented on College Hill were
designed by Stanley Smith. Jerry Schlatter,
Vice-President of Capital Planning and
Development at WSU, presented a staff report that
included descriptions of the WSU on-campus
projects which included lighting improvements,
Library Road Mall and Wilson Road Mall, the WSU
Golf Course, the CUB remodel, Martin Stadium
improvements, the next phase for the Research and
Education Center complex, the Terrell Mall
vigion, and water reclamation and reuse projects.
Councilmember Heath congratulated WSU on its
accomplishments on beautifying the campus. Jerry
Schlatter and Mayor Johnson responded.

Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on the vacant City Council position.
City Supervisor Sherman presented the staff
report which suggested a time frame and the
process for selecting a new Councilmember.
Councilmember Waldrop suggested that an
additional question be added to the candidate
application package. The question is are you a
registered voter and resident of Ward 3°? The
City Council concurred with the schedule and the
process.

Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on the joint meeting with ASWSU. City
Supervisor Sherman presented a staff report and
asked if the date was acceptable and if there
were any suggested agenda items. City Council
concurred with the date and agenda items would be
developed prior to the joint meeting.

Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on rental inspections. City Supervisor
Sherman reviewed the issue and suggested a number
of options that were developed by City staff, the
public, and Councilmembers. City Attorney
McAloon presented an update on the City of
Pasco’s rental inspection program and the legal
challenge it is facing. City Supervisor Sherman
reported on various staff actions that have taken
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Business Regis-
tration

12.

place since the November 27 public meeting on the
issue. Public Works Director Workman described
changes made to the City's process and
documentation for the general life and safety

inspections. Mayor Johnson suggested that the
general life and safety inspections be cross
referenced with the fire department’s
inspections. Public Works Director Workman
responded. Councilmember Bloom asked if the

general life and safety inspection forms include
an area where an individual can reguest an
inspection on specific items. Public Works
Director Workman responded. Councilmember Bloom
asked how tenants in the City obtain owner or
agent information on rental properties. Public
Works Director Workman responded. Councilmember
Bloom stated that the inspection program seems to
be the best way to protect citizens but if that
is not available that the City should use a
combination of methods to address the issues such
as the voluntary certification program, the off-
campus housing office, and registering of all
businesses and rental properties.

Councilmember Heath stated she was happy that WSU
is willing to help establish an off-campus
housing office and thanked Mel Taylor and Lynn
Myers for their efforts. Councilmember Heath
stated she thought that the options the City
should use to address the housing issues are the
off-campus housing office so the tenants have a
resource to focus energy on problem properties
and to explore involving national chapters for
improving Greek housing. Councilmember Heath
stated she is in favor of registering owners.

Councilmember Paul stated the City should
continue to use current regulations and simplify
the information and that the off-campus housing
office should be a joint effort between WSU and
the City of Pullman.

Councilmember Benjamin asked if the off-campus
housing office was a joint effort would it hinder
some of the authority. Mayor Johnson responded.

Councilmember Paul stated that he thought the
off-campus housing office could address a variety
of problems. Mel Taylor stated that the off-
campus housing office was in the very initial
stages so many of the issues have not been
addressed yet.

City Supervisor Sherman reviewed the options that
the City Council wish to pursue and suggested
that the next public meeting take place in late
February or in early March which would be after
the joint meeting with ASWSU. Councilmember
Heath stated that March would work best for her.
The City Council concurred that the next public
meeting should be conducted in March.

Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on business registration. City
Supervisor Sherman presented a staff report that
included a history of the issue and brief
discussions on options for business registration.

Finance Director Woo presented a staff report
describing the potential partnership with the

State’s Master License Service. Mayor Johnson
asked how many businesses were located in
Pullman. Finance Director Woo responded.

Councilmember Waldrop asked how many fields would
be populated from the information received from
the State into the Spillman software. Police
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March through totaling $§
inclusive, and electronic transfers totaling

and directed that they be paid

upon approval of the Auditing Officer and Audit

Committee.
Claim for Dam- 5. The Council referred a Claim for Damages
ages - Schmidt submitted by Kyle Taylor Schmidt for the sum of
$216.32 to the insurance carrier.
Claim for Dam- 6. The Council referred a Claim for Damages
ages - Berner submitted by Marc Ryan Berner for the sum of
$175.17 to the insurance carrier.
Claim for Dam- 7. The Council referred a Claim for Damages
ages - YCC submitted by Lihua Wang for YCC International
International Corp. For the sum of $2,506.35 to Washington
State Transit Insurance Pool (WSTIP).
Claim for Dam- 8. The Council referred a Claim for Damages
ages - Enterprise submitted by Steven Palmer for Enterprise Leasing

Company for an undetermined amount to Washington
Cities Insurance Authority (WCIA).

Kamiaken/High 9. The Council accepted as complete Contract No. 06-
Street Sewer 05, Kamiaken/High Street Sewer.

Complete

Transit Facility 10. The Council accepted as complete Contract No. 05-
Bus Storage 02, Transit Facility Bus Storage Addition
Addition Complete Project.

Resolution

Resolution No. 11. Resolution No. R-22-08

R-22-08 - RV Park

Sewer A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE BID OF ATLAS SAND &

ROCK FOR RV PARK SEWER AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION
AND DELIVERY OF THE CONTRACT FOR SAID PROJECT.

Resolution No. R-22-08 was adopted unanimously.

REGULAR AGENDA

Motion

Claim for Dam- 4. Mayor Johnson announced that this item had been

ages - Ji removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of
Councilmember Waldrop. Councilmember Waldrop
asked if the vehicle involved in the accident was
responding to an alarm. Fire Chief Wilkins

responded. Councilmember Waldrop moved to move
the item to a future agenda to discuss safety and
operational issues for fire vehicles.
Councilmember Bloom seconded the motion. City
Attorney McAloon advised the Council of the need
to refer the claim to the insurance carrier.
Councilmember Waldrop amended his motion to refer
the item to the insurance carrier and to discuss
the issue at the next City Council meeting. City
Attorney McAloon and Mayor Johnson commented.
The motion carried unanimously.

Public Meeting j

Rental Inspect- 12. Mayor Johnson announced that a public meeting is
ions scheduled on rental inspections. City Supervisor
Sherman presented the staff report which included
background information, summaries of past

meetings and discussions, a summary of the rental
inspection options that the Council moved
forward, and suggested that April 8 be scheduled
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for the public meeting on business registration.
Councilmember Wright asked what criteria is used
to identify problem properties. City Supervisor
Sherman responded. Councilmember Wright asked
once a property is identified as a problem
property, is the City allowed to conduct followup
inspections. City Supervisor Sherman and City
Attorney McAloon responded. Councilmember Paul
noted there were two inspection checklists
included in the agenda packet and asked where the
second checklist is used. Public Works Director
Workman responded.

Mayor Johnson opened the public meeting. Mel
Taylor, Executive Director of Real Estate and
External Affairs at WSU, commented on the WSU
Preferred Housing List and stated that landlords
and owners need to be included when developing
the 1list. Councilmember Heath noted that the
intent of the Preferred Housing List is to direct
renters to properties and asked how effective a
preferred housing list might be. Mr. Taylor
responded.

Allison Munch-Rotolo, 635 NE Illinois, College
Hill Association, noted that this has been a
concern for 15 years and that there are many
dangerous rental properties in Pullman. Ms.
Munch-Rotolo stated that the Preferred Housing
List would not be effective because problem
properties would not go away and that the
voluntary rental inspection program is not
effective because it does not help prospective
tenants. Ms. Munch-Rotolo urged the Council to
support the registration of rentals and require
periodic inspections especially as properties get
older.

Councilmember Heath, City Attorney McAloon, and
City Supervisor Sherman discussed limiting the
mandatory inspection requirements to properties
of certain ages.

Anita Hornbeck, 405 NW North Street, stated she
does not support the WSU Housing Office option
because it would not help non-student renters.
Ms. Hornbeck noted that the voluntary
certification program would only work if renters
refused to rent non-certified properties. Ms.
Hornbeck stated she was not in favor of the
current rate structure proposal for business
registration and inspections and would like to
see a financial analysis of the proposal.
Councilmember Bloom, Mayor Johnson, and Ms.
Hornbeck discussed the possibility of WSU
enforcing housing issues such as late rent and
options for the Preferred Housing List that
include internet access, advertising, and listing
of vacant properties. Councilmember Bloom and
Ms. Hornbeck discussed passing on the mandatory
inspection costs to renters and how that impacts
affordable housing. Ms. Hornbeck noted that
there are other costs associated with inspection
fees such as landlord’s staff time to help
administer the inspections. Councilmember Heath
noted there is not a system such as the Better
Business Bureau for housing and that the WSU
Housing Office could track complaints, hear
landlord responses, and provide that information
to consumers. Mel Taylor agreed and stated that
the University wants to work with landlords.
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Eileen Macoll, 1165 S. Grand, Pullman Landlord
Association, described outreach efforts by the
Association and stated that its intent is to
protect basic rights of renters. Ms. Macoll
noted that rent can only be reduced so much
because of mortgages on rental properties and
that she would like to see a cost analysis on all
options.

Alex Hammond, 1110 NE Indiana, College Hill
Association, seconded the comments made by Ms.
Munch-Rotolo and presented housing statistics
from the Comprehensive Plan that show that many
of Pullman's properties are at least 18-years old
and that the City should ensure that older
properties are up to standard.

Evan Laubach, 248 NW Sunrise, stated that the
financial issues should be addressed and from his
experience in the home inspection business that
rigorous guidelines are needed for the
inspections because different inspectors will
inspect at different levels.

Lynn Myers, Whitman County Landlord-Tenant
Association, stated that many renters don’t know
where to go to get help with rental issues and
that the students need help with those issues, so
the focus should be on educating students.

Councilmember Bloom noted that the education of
students will need to happen each year because of
incoming students and asked if the associations
would be willing to help with the continuing
education of those students and how do we get
both to look at the issues each year without an
inspection program. Lynn Myers responded. Mayor
Johnson asked how many Whitman County Landlord-
Tenant Association members were there and what
percentage of the landlords belong to the
Association. Ms. Myers responded.

Alice Schroeder, 145 SW Arbor, League of Women
Voters, expressed her appreciation that the City
is addressing this issue, spoke in favor of
registration and safety inspections, stated that
the cost of the registration and safety
inspections would not be a significant increase
to rents, and that the tenants and landlords are
a very diverse group. Councilmember Waldrop
asked if the League of Women Voters makes a
distinction between owner occupied properties and
non-owner occupied properties. Ms. Schroeder
responded.

Bob Cady, 900 NE Colorado, stated it never hurts
to advertise the use of existing ordinances, that
he supports the WSU Housing Office, that grants
should be pursued to help with the issue, and
that a grading system should be used instead of
just meeting minimum standards. Councilmember
Weller noted this was a difficult issue and that
in his experience landlords have been more
responsive because the rental housing issues are
at the forefront and that he would like to hear
from more student renters.

Justin Rogers, 2355 NW Ridge Line, stated he
hopes that the City would do anything and
everything before passing new legislation and
that he does not want to see good landlords
penalized. Awareness needs to be improved and



City Council minutes excerpt March 4 2008 (4 of 4 pgs)

Ordinance

Ordinance No.
08-4 - Zoning

13.

perhaps a mandatory disclosure requirement would
be helpful. Councilmember Heath commented on the
mandatory disclosure requirement.

Dorothy Swanson, 1055 NE Creston Land, stated
there is a difference between owner occupied
properties and non-owner occupied properties and
that ongoing inspections would be unnecessary for
owner occupied properties. Councilmember
Waldrop asked Ms. Swanson what her opinion was on
requiring registration for owner occupied
properties. Ms. Swanson responded.

Jeff Guyett, 725 SE Jackson, stated that he did
not have a problem with mandatory inspections but
the problem seems to be with identifying
landlords and the enforcement of the registration
and inspection. Mr. Guyett hoped that the costs
associated with the inspection program would be
reasonable. Councilmember Bloom responded.

Councilmember Benjamin stated that he was in
favor with continuing with the four options.
Councilmember Waldrop suggested adding a cost-
benefit analysis to each of the options. City
Council concurred. The City Council concurred
to «conduct a public meeting on business
registration on April 8. City Attorney McAloon
clarified her position regarding exempting
properties from the registration and licensing
requirements and the inspection requirements.
City Supervisor Sherman noted that the WSU Off-
Campus Housing Office and the Preferred Housing
List are works in progress and that a further
update would be presented on April 8.

Councilmember Paul noted that the rental
registration and business registration are inter-
related and should be discussed concurrently.
Councilmember Wright asked what the timeline was
for implementation of business registration.
City Supervisor Sherman responded.

Mayor Johnson announced that an ordinance had
been prepared relating to =zoning. Planning
Director Dickinson presented the staff report
which included a background report and the staff
recommendation. Councilmember Bloom noted that
the property owners involved did not comment
during the public hearings and asked if their
position was known. Planning Director Dickinson
responded.

Ordinance No. 08-4 by title only reads as
follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
PULLMAN, WHITMAN COUNTY, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO
ZONING, AMENDING SECTION 17.30.030, USE CHARTS,
OF THE PULLMAN CITY CODE AND PULLMAN CITY
ORDINANCES NOS. 87-9 §1 (1987), 91-11 §1 (1991),
92-29 §2 (1992), 96-19 §3 (1996), 98-23 §1
(1998), 99-49 §2 (1999), 00-3 §3 (2000), 00-08 §7
(2000), 00-20 §1 (2000), 00-22 §22 (2000), 01-5
§9 (2001), 03-33 §30 (2003) OF THE PULLMAN CITY
CODE AND OTHER MATTERS PROPERLY RELATED THERETO.

Councilmember Benjamin moved, Councilmember
Waldrop seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 08-4.
The motion carried unanimously.
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Public Meeting

Business Reg- 14. Mayor Johnson announced that a public meeting is
scheduled on business registration.
Supervisor Sherman presented a staff report which
included a description of the history of the
business
registration, and summaries of the data that has
been provided in the agenda packet
partnership with the State Master Licensing
Service and the draft ordinance. Councilmember
Bloom asked for clarification on exemptions on
mobile Dbusinesses. City Supervisor Sherman

istration

issue, reasons for implementing

responded. Councilmember Heath

comments regarding the cost benefit analysis.
Finance Director Woo responded. Councilmember
Paul, Councilmember Bloom, and Finance Director
Woo discussed the blending of the Master License
Service with an internal registration process for
landlords and itinerant businesses and the $20.00
proposed fee. Councilmember Paul suggested that
a higher setup fee be charged in the first year
to help with implementation costs. Councilmember
Bloom asked for clarification on the initial fee

charged by the Master License Service.
Director Woo responded. ’

Mayor Johnson opened the public meeting.
Schroeder, 145 SW Arbor, president of the League
of Women Voters, spoke in support of business
registration because it is a safety issue and
Schroeder

stated that the fee seemg reasonable and supports

promotes a liveable community. Ms.

public education on the issue.

Alex Hammond, 1110 NE Indiana, member of the
College Hill Association, stated he appreciated
that the City Council is considering the issue,
that the fee seems reasonable, and that he was
surprised that there is no obligation for the
landlord to notify the City of their rental

businesses.

Eileen McCall asked if rentals were a good fit
with business registration and noted other types
of businesses that might not fit under business
registration. Ms. McCall stated that requiring
emergency contact information for rentals may
create a different class for rental residents.
Councilmember Heath noted that landlords have a

certain 1level of duty-of-care that
different than a normal residents.

responded. City Attorney McAloon
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Councilmember Bloom responded to Ms. McCall's
questions by referring to the proposed definition

of a business and a 1list of the proposed
exemptions to business registration.

Dave Gibney, 760 Reaney Way, stated that there
are good reasons for implementing a business
registration but he had concerns with the
proposed fee level. Finance Director Woo
responded.

Jo Mark, 1165 S. Grand, asked if additional fees
could be charged to those businesses that have
violations to the City Codes or that require
additional emergency responses. City Attorney
McAloon responded.

Councilmember Bloom stated that he supported
business registration that would provide the
emergency contact information but he was not
interested 1in business registration if it
requires additional enforcement upon businesses.

Anita Hornback, 405 NW North, stated she would
like to see the fee structure based on something
other than per location, that she did not support
business registration for owner-occupied rentals,
and asked how many emergency contact numbers
could be provided. Finance Director Woo and
Police Chief Weatherly responded.

Councilmember Heath stated she would like to see
a field for ownership and management on the
rental property application for registration.
Dave Gibney asked if the most recent Tim Eyman
initiative would apply to the proposed fee. City
Attorney McAloon responded.

City Supervisor Sherman led a discussion on
Council direction for City staff to draft the
business registration ordinance which resulted in
the City Council concurring to partner with the
Master License Service, that $20.00 was an
appropriate fee, the definition for a business
and the exemptions would include home occupations
as a business and would exempt owner-occupied
rental properties and that penalties would be

incorporated into the ordinance for
noncompliance.

Ordinances

Ordinance No. 15. Mayor Johnson announced that an ordinance had

08-6 - Fighting been prepared relating to public safety and
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and noted that the odometer. readings on some of

those buses were very low. Transit Manager
Thornton responded. Mayor Johnson asked how long
the transmissions last in Pullman. Transit

Manager Thornton responded. Councilmember Weller
asked if a cost-benefit analysis had been
performed on alternative fuel or hybrid buses.
Transit Manager Thornton responded. Mayor
Johnson closed the public hearing.

Resolution No. R-45-08 by title only reads as
follows:

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A SIX-YEAR TRANSIT
DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR CALENDAR YEARS 2008-2013 AND
2007 ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE CITY OF PULLMAN.

Councilmember Waldrop moved, Councilmember
Benjamin seconded to adopt Resolution No. R-45-
08. The motion carried unanimously.

)

Discussions

Draft Business 8. Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
Registration scheduled on the draft business registration
Ordinance ordinance. City Supervisor Sherman presented a

staff report which included the history of recent
and long-term actions related to Dbusiness
registration and described past City Council
goals related to business registration. Finance
Director Woo presented a staff report on
including rental properties with the partnership
with the State Master License Service (MLS).
Councilmember Weller asked if this registration
proposal would require apartment inspections
before the registration would be permitted.
Finance Director Woo responded. Councilmember
Heath stated she was opposed to the MLS
application because the City is only interested
in collecting emergency contact information and
not the private information that is included on
the MLS applications. Councilmember Wright
expressed concern about owner fees for those
owners who have multiple properties and suggested
a different plan for those owners of multiple
properties and asked if the water billing
information could be used to provide emergency
contact information. Finance Director Woo and
City Attorney McAloon responded. Councilmember
Benjamin, City Attorney McAloon, City Supervisor
Sherman, and Finance Director Woo discussed cost
recovery for the processing of business
registrations and methods to reduce the impact of
fees on business owners. Councilmember Waldrop
expressed concern with registering home
occupations because he would like to see business
registration have a minimal impact on Pullman
businesses. Councilmember Waldrop suggested
exempting home occupations and he used musical
instruction and e-Bay businesses that occur in
Pullman homes as examples.

City Attorney McAloon reviewed the changes to the
proposed business registration ordinance and
addressed some citizen questions that were
submitted in writing prior to the meeting. Mayor
Johnson asked if penalties would apply to those
businesses who do not provide updates to the
emergency contact information. City Attorney
McAloon responded. Councilmember Heath expressed
concern with the definitions for “business”,
“person’, and “advantage” and that she would like
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to see the business registration requirements
more limited.

Councilmember Weller expressed concern with the
amount of information that will be collected by
the MLS and asked if the information received
from the state would be limited to the police and
fire departments. City Attorney McAloon
responded. Councilmember Heath, City Attorney
McAloon, City Supervisor Sherman, and Finance
Director Woo discussed the information collected
by the state and the intent to gather additional
information for local use. Councilmember Heath
asked if the City ordinance could use the same
definition for business that is used by the State
of Washington. City Attorney McAloon responded.

Kathy Wilson, DRA Real Estate, stated that she
already provides the desired information to the
Ccity police department and that she has
experienced Police notification problems
recently. Councilmember Waldrop, Councilmember
Heath, Councilmember Benjamin, and Kathy Wilson
discussed the number of rental locations managed
by DRA Real Estate.

Michael Gordon, Summit Realty, stated he thought
public safety issues were already being taken
care of and that he had concerns with the per
location registration requirement. Mr. Gordon
asked why home owners weren't being included in
the proposed registration ordinance and that much
of the information collected is confidential and
that owners would not 1like the registration
posted at the location.

Dan Antoni, Coldwell Banker, stated that the
contact information was already being gathered by
the fire department during their fire inspections
and that he did not support the registration
requirement because the costs would be passed on
to students and it is a duplicate service.

Anita Hornback, 405 NW North, stated that the
registration requirement should only be used to
collect emergency contact information, that
management companies do currently license with
the State MLS, and rather than registering
locations that the rental properties should be
listed by owner or management company .
Councilmember Bloom asked Ms. Hornback if she was
currently registered with the MLS. Ms. Hornback
responded.

Jean Campbell stated that she uses management
companies for her rentals and that she hopes that
the management company would be contacted in case
of emergency and not the owner, that she felt
this was a duplication of service because the
fire department currently collects information,
and that the City should ask the legislature to
allow the water billing information to be used to
collect emergency contact information.

Alex Hammond, 1110 NE Indiana, stated that this
is an issue of safety for the tenants and that a
registration for emergency contact purposes does
not seem intrusive for the owners.

Julia Krauser asked if the City could use the
information the state currently collects for its
registration purposes. Finance Director Woo
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responded. Ms. Krauser asked if the information
collected by the state could be reduced. City
Attorney McAloon responded.

Councilmember Benjamin, Mayor Johnson, City
Attorney McAloon, and Police Chief Weatherly
discussed the state requirement that owners must
be contacted when crimes occur on the premise.
Councilmember Wright asked for more information
on the contact information that is collected by
the fire department during fire inspections.
Fire Chief Wilkins resgponded.

Mayor Johnson asked for Council direction.
Councilmember Bloom stated that the Master
License Service is too heavy handed and should
not be used and that property managers should be
contacted and not owners. Councilmember Bloom
asked how the City could receive information from
the MLS. Finance Director Woo and City Attorney
McAloon responded. City Supervisor Sherman
described the Whitcom 911 emergency contact form
and how Whitcom uses that information and asked
for <clarification on Councilmember Bloom's
position on not using the MLS. Councilmember
Bloom responded. Councilmember Bloom stated the
registration requirement should be kept to a
minimum, that the renewal fee should be lower,
and made comments related to affordable. housing.
Councilmember Waldrop stated he agrees with a
minimal impact approach and that the City should
proceed cautiously and that the requirements
should be 1limited to those businesses that
currently have to register with MLS and that
itinerant businesses should be required to
register. Councilmember Benjamin spoke in favor
of discounting the application fee for those who
have multiple locations or that a sliding fee
should be used. Finance Director Woo responded.
Councilmember Heath stated she does not agree to
limit the requirements to current businesses that
have to register with the MLS, that there is a
need to know all business owners and property
owners within Pullman, that the City should
proceed with businesses who are currently
registering with MLS should continue to do so,
and that itinerant and rental properties should
register through the police department.
Councilmember Weller stated he agreed with
Councilmember Waldrop and that the City should
add additional registration requirements at a
later time if necessary. Councilmember Bloom
stated that the requirement should include all
businesses and not target certain types of
businesses, that a business registration
requirement is not unusual, and that the City
should wuse the information as intended.
Councilmember Heath clarified that the businesses
who currently register with MLS should continue
to do so and that all others should be
registering with the police department.
Councilmember Waldrop and City Attorney McAloon
discussed the definition of home occupations and
that the contact person resides in the home.

Mayor Johnson asked if the ordinance could define
the business definition to include all those who
have to register with the MLS. City Attorney
McAloon responded. Mayor Johnson stated it is
important that the hazardous material information
be included in the application for the fire
department . City Attorney McAloon responded.
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Councilmember Wright made a home occupation
clarification. Councilmember Heath stated that
she thought the $20.00 proposed fee was
reasonable and that there should be a lower
renewal fee if there are no changes to the
i tion information.

Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on the ©Pullman Arts Commission
membership. Ccity Supervisor Sherman presented
the staff report and requested City Council
direction on the number of members to the
Commission and proposed term limits. Mayor
Johnson stated that in the past he has expressed
the importance of having the performing arts
included on the Arts Commission but was not in
favor of increasing the number of members.
Councilmember Heath stated the committee works
incredibly hard and they may need more people to
do additional work. Councilmember Bloom
suggested that the committee might be doing too
much. Mayor Johnson asked if the committee could
enlist volunteers to help with the workload.
Councilmember Bloom stated that large committees
have inherent problems. City Council concurred
to seek further information from the Arts
Commission on the issues.

There was no new business.

Mayor Johnson announced that the Council would
adjourn to Executive Session for:

To consider the minimum price at which real
estate will be offered for sale or lease.

To discuss the strategy or position to be taken
by the City during the course of collective
bargaining or grievance proceedings.

Mayor Johnson adjourned the meeting at 9:21 p.m.
and announced that the City Council would recess
for five minutes and the Executive Session would
last 30 minutes.

Mayor Johnson reconvened the Ccity Council at
10:10 p.m.

Councilmember Wright moved, Councilmember
Benjamin seconded to adjourn the regular meeting
of the City Council. '

Motion Carried.

Mayor Johnson adjourned the regular meeting of
the City Council at 10:10 p.m.
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Amendment Director Woo presented the staff report
describing the requested amendments.
Councilmember Paul asked for additional
background relating to the amendment for the
Civic Improvement Fund. Finance Director Woo and
Lodging Tax Committee Chair Councilmember Heath
responded.

Ordinance No. 08-8 by title only reads as
follows:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 07-32 ADOPTED
DECEMBER 4, 2007, AND ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE
ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF PULLMAN FOR THE
YEAR 2008".

Councilmember Waldrop moved, Councilmember
Benjamin seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 08-8.
The motion carried unanimously.

Resolution

Resolution No. 11. Mayor Johnson announced that a resolution had
R-48-08 - Parks and been prepared adopting the Parks and Recreation
Recreation Five-Year Five-Year Plan update. Recreation Superintendent
Plan Update Dahmen presented the staff report. The Mayor and

Council commended Recreation Superintendent
Dahmen and his staff for the development of the
five-year plan. Recreation Superintendent Dahmen
thanked his staff, the citizens for their input,
and the Parks and Recreation Commission for their
efforts in developing the five-year plan.

Resolution No. R-48-08 by title reads as follows:

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CITY OF PULLMAN PARKS
AND RECREATION FIVE-YEAR PLAN UPDATE FOR 2008-
2013.

Councilmember Weller moved, Councilmember Bloom
seconded to adopt Resolution No. R-48-08. The
motion carried unanimously.

Discussions -—“‘”—————_—__n——\

Business Regis- 12. Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion 1is

tration scheduled on business registration. City
Supervisor Sherman reviewed an e-mail received
from Helene Hopkins regarding the Master License
Service for rental properties, the fee structure,
provided background information on business
registration, and clarified past business license
requirements within the City of Pullman.

Police Chief Weatherly presented a staff report
that included a description of past crimes that
have been related to itinerant businesses. City
J Supervisor Sherman listed reasons for collecting
the contact information. City Attorney McAloon
listed reasons the information would be helpful
for code enforcement activities.

Planning Director Dickinson presented a staff
report that described the home occupation
requirements under current city code. City
Supervisor Sherman summarized the comments
regarding the business registration issue and
gave examples of licensing requirements in other
Washington cities. City Attorney McAloon led a
discussion to provide staff with City Council
clarifications so that a draft ordinance could be
drafted. City Attorney McAloon asked for
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clarification regarding which businesses would be
required to register through the Master License
Service and wmade comments regarding the
definitions of a business used by the state and
other cities within Washington.

Councilmember Heath  asked if the Ccity's
registration requirement could be linked to the
business requirement to register through the
Master License Service. City Attorney McAloon
responded. Councilmember Waldrop asked 1if the
Master License Service 1is required to use
Washington Administrative Code 248.2105. City
Attorney McAloon responded. Councilmember
Waldrop stated that he supported Councilmember
Heath's view that if a business is required to
register under the Master License Service then
they should be required to provide the additional
City information. Councilmember Waldrop asked
why the Master License Service would like the
City to provide a definition of a business. City
Attorney McAloon responded. Councilmember
Waldrop suggested that itinerant vendors be fast
tracked and have its own separate ordinance for
its regulation. Councilmember Benjamin stated he
agreed with Councilmember Waldrop's suggestion to
separate the itinerant vendors. Councilmember
Benjamin, City Attorney McAloon, and Finance
Director Woo discussed the requirements to
register with the state and the Master License
Service. Councilmember Bloom stated that he
agreed that itinerant businesses should be fast
tracked and separated and that the definition for
a business that was presented at the May 6
Council meeting should be revisited.
Councilmember Heath commented.

Mayor Johnson stated he thought that nonprofit
organizations, charitable, educational, literary,
fraternal, and religious organizations should all
be registered. The City Council concurred that
businesses currently registering with the Master
License Service for state purposes would be
required for the City registration and those not
required to register with the Master License
Service would register at the police department.
Councilmember Benjamin asked if the
registrations required at the police department
would need to be submitted by the owner or can
people representing the owner be allowed if they
can provide some type of legal documentation.
City Attorney McAloon responded.

Councilmember Waldrop stated he did not support
the $20.00 fee for each individual property, that
the City absorb the cost rather than charge each
property, and that owner-occupied rentals should
be exempted. Councilmember Bloom stated he
agreed with Councilmember Waldrop on the single-
fee-per-owner and suggested that, if need be, the
initial registration fee be higher and the
renewal fees be lowered. Councilmembers
Benjamin, Bloom, Heath, and Mayor Johnson further
discussed the fee structure that would charge by
the owner and not by the location. Councilmember
Heath stated it was important that in the long
term that the general tax-paying public not
subsidize the program so the fee may need to be
reevaluated when more information is available.
City Council concurred on the fee per owner and
not location. Councilmember Paul stated that a
property management contract could act as a legal
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document for registration purposes.
Councilmember Paul stated that he thought home
occupations should be registered but that no fee
be applied to those registrations.
Councilmembers Waldrop and Bloom responded.
Councilmember Waldrop stated that if a home
occupation owner needed to be contacted they
would be present and the City would know who they
were. Mayor Johnson commented on past problems
with home occupations. Councilmember Waldrop
stated he thought that if those types of
businesses were large enough to create problems,
they were probably already registered under the
Master License Service. Councilmember Paul
stated that he thought they should still be
registered but not have to pay a fee.
Councilmember Benjamin stated he thought there
were concerns about lost revenues relating to the
streamlined sales tax and if cities were defining
businesses with that in mind. City Attorney
McAloon, City Supervisor Sherman, and Finance
Director Woo responded.

City Attorney McAloon asked if home occupations
should be included in the business registration
program. Councilmembers Paul and Bloom stated
that they should. Councilmembers Bloom, Heath,
Mayor Johnson, and Planning Director Dickinson
discussed a past issue related to a beauty shop

located in a residential neighborhood.
Councilmember Bloom stated there are some dangers
such as kilns, chemicals, and reloading

information that the City should be aware of.
Councilmember Heath stated she supported the
registration of home occupations. Councilmember
Bloom suggested a gross-earnings threshold such
as the state requirement to be included in the
City requirements. City Attorney McAloon
clarified the state’s requirements relating to
retail sales tax and the $12,000 gross-earnings
requirement. Councilmember Bloom stated that all
businesses should be required to follow the same
rules. Councilmember Benjamin stated he thought
that the home occupations that were required to
register with the Master License Service would
capture the whole issue. City Attorney McAloon
responded. Councilmember Waldrop stated he did
not support requiring home occupations to
register. Mayor Johnson stated that
clarification No. 3 regarding itinerant vendors
had already been decided. Councilmember Heath
asked for clarification on item No. 4 regarding
the requirement for itinerant vendors to re-
register once a month or if the physical location
changes. City Attorney McAloon responded.
Councilmember Heath stated she supported fast
tracking the itinerant vendors registration and
cited her personal experiences with itinerant
businesses. Mayor Johnson stated that a number
of students have been taken advantage of by
itinerant businesses and that they should be
registered. Councilmember Benjamin asked if home
occupations that were selling goods would be
required to register under the Master License
Service. City Attorney McAloon responded.
Councilmember Benjamin asked for an example of a
home occupation that would not be reguired to
register wunder the Master License Service.
Councilmembers Waldrop, Councilmember Heath, and
City Attorney McAloon discussed the taxability of
services. Councilmember Benjamin stated that
home occupations that are required to register
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with the Master License Service should be
included and others be exempted. City Attorney
McAloon expressed concern of enforcement of that
type of definition and that the Master License
Service would request that a specific definition
be adopted. Mayor Johnson responded.

city Attorney McAloon stated she thought the
direction of the Council regarding residential-
rental properties was to require registration
with the police department and that only the
location and emergency contact information be
provided for each physical address and that a
property management company could do that as an
agent for the owner. City Attorney McAloon asked
if the Council wanted a single registration for
each address. Councilmember Bloom stated for
each single street address. City Attorney
McAloon asked if owner-occupied rental properties
of no more than two units per building would be
exempt. City Council concurred. City Attorney
McAloon asked if the fee would apply for owner
and not location. City Council concurred. City
Attorney McAloon stated that the Master License
service could not accommodate a tiered fee
structure but could accommodate a lower renewal
fee. She asked if the Council would support a
higher first year fee and a lower renewal fee for
Master License properties, the residential rental
property registrations at the police department,
and that the City fee that is collected by the
Master License Service is remitted to the City in
full. Councilmember Heath, Mayor Johnson, and
Ccity Attorney McAloon discussed the staff time
required to input the Master License Service
information into the police Spillman system.
Councilmember Heath expressed concern that costs
need to be recovered because budgets are so
tight. city Attorney McAloon stated that the
record keeping requirements are still dependent
upon address even though the fee will be assessed
per owner and not per address. Councilmember
Heath asked if the fee should be more than $20.00
since it is only going to be charged per owner.
Councilmember Bloom and Mayor Johnson responded.

Councilmember Benjamin and Councilmember Heath
stated that a new fee would need to be developed.

Finance Director Woo suggested that the fee
remain $20.00 initially and that the rate
structure be evaluated as more information
becomes available because at this point the fee
structure is hard to calculate. Councilmember
Heath suggested looking at the information
related to the total number of apartments and
rentals to try to develop a fee. Finance
Director Woo responded.

City Supervisor Sherman noted that if the initial
fee were to be increased to help recover costs,
then the owner that owns one property would be
paying a much higher cost then a large multi-unit
complex so that the burden could be shifted to
the small rental owners. Councilmember Heath
stated it was important to have a penalty for
failing to register and that the penalty should
be large enough so it is taken seriously.
Councilmember Bloom stated it should be
significant enough so that the fee seems easier
than paying the fine, such as ten times the
amount of the fee. City Attorney McAloon
suggested that a civil infraction within the
ordinance be classed as a Class I infraction
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which is a $250.00 fine. City Council concurred.

Councilmember Heath suggested that subsequent
violations be double the original fine. City
Council concurred.

Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on the Pullman Arts Commission
membership. City Supervisor Sherman introduced
the discussion item. Anna-Marie Shannon, the
chair of the Pullman Arts Commission, described
the need for additional numbers for the
commission to help represent all forms of art and
the need for additional members to help with the

workload of the commission. Councilmember
Waldrop asked Ms. Shannon 1f she had any
candidates in mind. Ms. Shannon responded.

Councilmember Waldrop described the concerns of
the Council relating to the difficulties in
filling committee vacancies. Mayor Johnson asked
Ms. Shannon if the Arts Commission has attendance
requirements for 1its members. Ms. Shannon
responded. Mayor Johnson offered to help with
current vacancies by appointing members. Ms.
Shannon responded. Mayor Johnson suggested
recruiting committee members from volunteer
pools. Ms. Shannon responded.

Councilmember Heath asked if the committee was
working too hard and if burnout was a concern for
its members. Ms. Shannon responded. Mayor
Johnson asked if there were any current
attendance issues for the committee. Ms. Shannon
responded. Ms. Shannon suggested, if the
commission membership was not going to be
expanded, that the commission could use open
public forums to help enlist help from the
public. Councilmember Waldrop stated the Council
fully supports what the commission has
accomplished and appreciates the efforts and if
the commission could find willing candidates to
serve, then she should return to the Council to
discuss expanding the commission wmembership.
Councilmember Bloom stated he had suggestions for
members who would help represent the performing
arts.

Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on the Transit system risk profile.
Finance Director Woo presented the staff report
which included a description of the coverage
levels, the claim history for the Transit system
and risk profile data for both Washington Cities
Insurance Authority and the Washington State
Transit Insurance Pool. Councilmember Waldrop
thanked staff for the report and suggested that
the report be repeated periodically because the
information is valuable. Councilmember Paul
asked for further information on the self-insured
layer of the risk pools and noted that the self-
insurance layer is not funded by the City of
Pullman. Councilmember Paul stated that although
the severity statistics are favorable for the
Pools that the high frequency should be taken
into consideration because those could lead to
much bigger claims in the future. Councilmember
Waldrop asked for additional information relating
to the Transit systems that were wused for
comparison purposes and a description of what
Pullman Transit system does differently from
those systems. Councilmember Waldrop suggested
that the Transit system look at its operations
and perhaps it will need to invest more in
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resolution to state a maximum of 30 permits to be
issued at $50. Councilmember Bloom seconded the
motion. City Supervisor Sherman asked that the
permits be restricted to downtown businesses
only. Mayor Johnson responded. The motion
carried unanimously.

Resolution No. R-74-08 by title only reads as
follows: .

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING FEES FOR RIVERWALK PARKING
LOT (ZONE R) PARKING PERMITS OFFERED BY THE CITY
OF PULLMAN.

Councilmember Waldrop moved, Councilmember Bloom
seconded to adopt the resolution as amended.
The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Johnson announced that a resolution has
been prepared authorizing an agreement with WSU
for Transit services. Transit Manager Thornton
presented a staff report that summarized the
changes to the agreement. Councilmember Benjamin
encouraged staff to identify potential park-and-

ride locations. Transit Manager Thornton and
John Shaheen, director of WSU Parking,
Transportation, and the Visitor Center,
responded. Councilmember Benjamin suggested
publicizing the current park-and-ride areas.
Transit Manager Thornton responded.

Councilmember Paul asked if the security issues
related to Transit would receive any benefit by
installing video camera surveillance. Transit
Manager Thornton responded.

Resolution No. R-75-08 by title only reads as
follows:

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PULLMAN AND
WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PROVIDING ' PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICES TO
STAFF, STUDENTS, FACULTY AND RETIREES FOR THE
2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR.

Councilmember Bloom moved, Councilmember Wright
seconded to adopt Resolution No. R-75-08. The
motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Johnson thanked John Shaheen and WSU for
their cooperation relating to City Transit.

Mayor Johnson announced that discussions are
scheduled on business registration and rental
registration. City Attorney McAloon presented
the staff report that included an overview of the
business registration ordinance and asked for
City Council suggestions and clarifications on
certain items. City Council provided those
suggestions and clarifications. Councilmember
Waldrop asked if it were possible to develop a
voluntary registration for landlords with the
Master License Service. Finance Director Woo
responded. Mayor Johnson suggested a change to
the penalties for the second infraction for not
registering. City Attorney McAloon responded.
Councilmember Benjamin suggested changes to the
section relating to definitions and exemptions
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relating to those businesses that are required to
register with the Master License Service. City
Attorney McAloon responded.

City Attorney McAloon reviewed the ordinance
relating to landlord registration and asked for
clarification on certain items within the
ordinance. City Council provided the
clarifications. City Attorney McAloon alerted
the Council to an issue relating to how the City
assigns addresses and how that impacts the
proposed fees for landlord registration.
Councilmember Heath commented on the reguirement
for the date of birth on the registration
application. Mayor Johnson noted that the
registration required an annual renewal but
encouraged landlords and businesses to update
the City if there are any changes to the contact

information. Councilmember Heath asked who a
potential renter would contact to verify that the
property has been registered. City Attorney

McAloon responded. Mayor Johnson noted that the
University has hired its off-campus housing
person and the program is called “Cougar Choice”.
Councilmember Heath asked if the “Cougar Choice”
program was limited to the college campus area.
Mayor Johnson and City Supervisor Sherman
responded. Councilmember Waldrop thanked staff
for its work on these issues and stated he was in
favor of the business registration ordinance. He
also stated that the second ordinance has an
interesting issue relating to the addressing and
how the fee is applied. City Attorney McAloon
asked for guidance for how staff should proceed.
Councilmembers Wright and Weller asked that City
staff bring back a proposal for the fee structure
to the City Council.

2008 Mid-Year 18. Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
Financial Summary scheduled on the 2008 mid-year finance summary.
Finance Director Woo presented the mid-year
financial summary report which included the mid-
year financial condition, 2008 year-end
projections, and an outlook toward the 2009
budget.  Councilmember Bloom asked if there were
any considerations for Wal-Mart in the
projections. Finance Director Woo responded.
Councilmember Bloom stated that there is some
discussion about repealing the exemption for high
tech and research construction sales tax.
Councilmember Bloom described various WSU
upcoming capital projects. Finance Director Woo

responded.
AWC Presentation 19. Mayor Johnson stated that a discussion is
on Fiscal Future requested on the Association of Washington Cities
(AWC) presentation on charting your fiscal
impact. City Supervisor Sherman presented a

staff report that summarized a session given by
Stan Finkelstein, the executive director of AWC,
at the recent AWC annual conference.
Councilmember Waldrop thanked City Supervisor
Sherman for his report and suggested that a chart
be developed that tracks state revenues, state
employees, and the amount of shared revenue
passed on to cities and counties Dbecause
Councilmember Waldrop expects that the growth at
the state level has been funded by cuts made to
revenue sharing to <cities and counties.
Councilmember Waldrop noted that the growth to
the Department of Ecology could also have been
funded through the cuts made to city and county
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the park-and-ride lot to the University campus
via Transit. City Supervisor Sherman and Mel
Taylor responded. Councilmember Wright raised
concerns regarding the level of student
involvement with the agreement since they are
major stakeholders and asked what the level of
involvement with the Police Guilds has been.
City Supervisor Sherman, Police Chief Weatherly,
Mel Taylor, and WSU Police Chief Bill Gardner
responded. Councilmember Heath and Councilmember
Wright further discussed the level of student
involvement. City Supervisor Sherman stated that
the agreement will be broadly disseminated.
Pullman Police Guild President Scott Patrick
provided a history of police involvement on
College Hill and described improvements made to
relationships and communications on College Hill.

Councilmember Bloom asked what the Guild's
position is on the University District proposal.
Mr. Patrick responded. Mayor Johnson noted that
WSU has accepted responsibility for off-campus
student activity. Mr. Patrick responded. Mel
Taylor thanked the City Police Department for all
the improvements that have taken place on College
Hill.

Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on rental registration and fees. City
Attorney McAloon presented a staff report which
included an overview of the ordinance and
comments on the proposed fees. Finance Director
Woo presented a staff report on proposed fees.
Councilmember Weller asked if there was an
overlap of the business registration and the
landlord registration. Finance Director Woo and
City Attorney McAloon responded. Councilmember
Bloom stated he was in favor of the fee structure
that was proposed by City Attorney McAloon. The
City Council concurred to move forward with the
ordinance and fee schedule at the next meeting.
Councilmember Heath asked why it was necessary
for landlords to provide dates of birth. Finance
Director Woo and Police Chief Weatherly
responded.

Councilmember Weller asked if the occupancy
reporting requirement was necessary. . City
Attorney McAloon responded. Councilmember Heath,
Councilmember Bloom, City Attorney McAloon, and
Police Chief Weatherly discussed the open records
act as it relates to the registration ordinance.

Councilmember Wright shared feedback that she has
received on the changes that were made to the
Riverwalk Parking Lot, reminded the City Council
that the parking lot was originally built to
provide employee parking, and stated that
comments she had received related to concerns
about cost and the limited amount of permits
issued. Mayor Johnson responded.

Councilmember Benjamin asked that staff report to
the City Council how many permits were sold at
the next meeting.

City Supervisor Sherman described the permit
process that would be used for the Riverwalk
Parking Lot. Councilmember Bloom asked if the
park-and-ride issues were valid since the City
Council based their decision on the Riverwalk
parking Lot on the fact that the lot was being
used as a park-and-ride lot. Councilmember




City Council minutes excerpt October 21, 2008 (1 of 2 pgs)

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE FINAL PLAN OF THE
WHISPERING HILLS NO. 4 PLANNED RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT LOCATED SOUTH OF OLD WAWAWAI ROAD AND
WEST OF SUNNYSIDE PARK ON SUNNYSIDE HILL.

Councilmember Bloom moved, Councilmember
Benjamin seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 08-18.
The motion carried unanimously.

Modified Letter of public Works Director Workman presented the staff
Direction for report. There were no guestions. Councilmember
Whispering Hills Bloom moved, Councilmember Paul seconded to
Subdivision No. 4 approve the modified Letter of Direction for

Whispering Hills Subdivision No. 4. The motion

carried unanimously.

Discussions

Snow Removal 6. Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on snow removal. Public Works Director
Workman presented the staff report.
Councilmember Bloom commended the maintenance and
operations staff for their snow removal
activities during last winter and stated that he
supported Public Works Director Workman’s
recommendations. Councilmember Benjamin
suggested a modified plan because he has the most
concern with Transit routes. Councilmember
Benjamin suggested that parking restrictions be
looked at for Transit routes. Public Works
Director Workman responded.

Councilmember Heath noted that she rides the
Transit “J” route which covers Pioneer Hill and
that she observed that there weren’t many other
parking options for cars in that area. Mayor
Johnson noted that the Police Code Enforcement
Division was fully staffed and that enforcement
of parking should be easier. Public Works
Director Workman responded. Councilmember
Benjamin asked if Transit was consulted on the
snow removal issue and stated that the Transit
system may be able to identify problem areas.
public Works Director Workman responded. D

Status of Rental 7. Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
Registration/Costs/ scheduled on the status of rental registration.
Public Records City Attorney McAloon presented the staff report
that included a justification for the proposed
fee, comments on public records, and enforcement.
City Attorney McAloon also addressed concerns
raised by Anita Hornback. Councilmember Heath
noted that the public disclosure laws were voter
initiatives. City Attorney McAloon regponded.




City Council minutes excerpt October 21, 2008 (2 of 2 pgs)

Councilmember Weller stated he appreciated the
work of staff and that he was pro business and
expressed concern that there has been a lack of
input on this issue and that many problems could
arise from implementing rental registration.
Councilmember Weller suggested that a committee
be formed from interested parties to address
further changes. Councilmember Waldrop stated
that he disagreed with Councilmember Weller’s
comments because it would be putting the issue
back to step one, that he agreed with the basic
concept of providing 911 information, and he was
ready to move forward. Mayor Johnson stated that
there would be more opportunity for public input
on the issue before adoption.

Councilmember Benjamin and City Attorney McAloon
discussed the logistics of registration renewals
and the transit of ownership of rental
properties. Councilmember Heath noted that the
$20.00 initial fee and the $10.00 renewal should
not impact rents because of the small amounts and
that the City should not be treating rentals any
differently than other businesses operating in
Pullman. Councilmember Heath stated that the
contact information is important, that there has
been a lot of unease with the public information,
and the owner information is already available
from the County Assessors. City Council
concurred that the ordinance and fee schedule
resolution be brought back to the Council as an
action item.

Councilmember Weller asked for clarification on
the notification requirements. City Attorney
McAloon responded. Councilmember Weller asked if
there was a timeline requirement for the City to
notify owners. City Attorney McAloon responded.
City Attorney McAloon stated that the ordinance
and resolution will be brought back at the
November 18 City Council meeting. City Council

concurred.
Stormwater Issues 8. Mayor Johnson announced that a discussion is
scheduled on stormwater issues. Public Works

Director Workman presented the staff report.
Councilmember Bloom stated that the City 1is
forced to enact this legislation and that he has
no belief that this will help improve the water
quality or the environment. Councilmember
Waldrop suggested that the City Council review
the ordinance page-by-page. City Council
concurred. Councilmembers Bloom and Heath
suggested that the language be changed to reflect
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8. AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE AMOUNT OF TAX LEVY FOR 2008 TO BE COLLECTED
IN 2009.

STAFF REPORT

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL ON STAFF REPORT

READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 08-20

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE AMOUNT OF TAX LEVY FOR THE YEAR 2008 FOR
COLLECTION IN 2009 TO RAISE REVENUE TO MEET ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES
AND ESTABLISHING THE SPECIAL LEVY TO MEET GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND

INDEBTEDNESS .

DISCUSSION

ACTION TAKEN

NOTES :



REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

For Meeting of: November 18, 2008

ACTION REQUESTED

Set property tax levies for 2008 for collection in 2009 for General Fund operating and
General Obligation Bond repayment requirements.

BACKGROUND

On September 21, 2000 the City Council adopted Ordinance 00-21 which submitted to the
voters of the city of Pullman for their ratification or rejection to increase the permanent
regular property tax to $3.60 per $1,000 of assessed property value. On November 7, 2000
the voters approved this measure. On November 21, 2000 the Whitman County Auditor
certified this measure. This ordinance estimates the 2008 regular property tax levy for
collection in 2009 at $2.8022 per $1,000 of assessed property value.

The ordinance also recognizes and levies the additional property tax for G.O. Bond
redemption approved by the voters as Proposition 1 on November 7, 2006.

The regular 2008 property tax levy for collection in 2009 is estimated to provide $3,588,022
to General Fund revenues and $281,350 to the G.O. Bond Redemption Fund.

RECOMMENDATION

Passage of Ordinance.

FISCAL IMPACT

Estimated tax revenues: $3,588,022 General Fund, $281,350 G.O. Bond Redemption
Fund.

SUBMITTED BY ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL REVIEW
Troy Woo 1. Ordinance No. 08- 20
Finance Director 2. Total City Property Tax Comparison

Administration/Finance

REVIEWED BY Initial Date
Dep't Head ™ [i /ﬁ/ﬁg

lj

City Supervisor %ﬁ" bl (4 fo}
City Attorney (:M“‘} (1 t} _of
(as to form)




ORDINANCE NO. 08- 20

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE AMOUNT OF TAX LEVY FOR THE YEAR 2008 FOR
COLLECTION IN 2009 TO RAISE REVENUE TO MEET ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES
AND ESTABLISHING THE SPECIAL LEVY TO MEET GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND
INDEBTEDNESS.

WHEREAS, On September 21, 2000, the City Council adopted
Ordinance 00-21 which submitted to the voters of the City of
Pullman for their ratification or rejection to increase the
permanent regular property tax to $3.60 per $1,000 of assessed
property value; and,

WHEREAS, On November 7, 2000, the voters approved this
measure; and,

WHEREAS, on November 21, 2000, the Whitman County Auditor
certified the passage of this measure; now, therefore,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PULLMAN DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: Pursuant to the approval of the voters of the city
of Pullman on November 7, 2000, the 2008 regular property tax levy
for collection in 2009 is estimated at $2.8022 per §1,000 of
assessed property value, yielding an estimated $3,588,022 for the
City’s General Fund. The egstimate is an increase of $161,546 or a
4.71 percent over the previous year. An increase of $127,281 or
3.71 percent is a result from the addition of new construction and
improvements to property. An increase of $34,265 or 1.00 percent
is a result from an adjustment to the levy rate. This increase is
exclugsive of additional revenue resulting from new construction,
improvements to property, any increase in the value of state
asgsessed property, newly constructed wind turbines, any annexations
that have occurred, and refunds made. Increasing expenses within
the City’s General Fund substantiates the increases.

SECTION 2: The levy for 2008 to raise $281,350 from taxation
for bond redemption and interest on general obligation bond
indebtedness for the City of Pullman is hereby estimated at $0.2207
per $1,000 of assessed valuation of all real and personal property
within the city of Pullman, such assessed valuation estimated to be
$1,274,570,100.

SECTION 3: This ordinance shall be in full force and take
effect five (5) days from and after its publication, or a summary
thereof is published, in the official newspaper of the City of

Pullman.



PASSED by the City Council of the City of Pullman at a regular

meeting held on the day of , 2008
SIGNED by the Mayor in Authentication and Approval Thereof on

the day of , 2008.

Mayor

Attest:

Finance Director

Approved as to Form:

City Attorney

Summary Published:




City of Pullman
2008 and 2009 Property Tax Collections

2008 2008
Proposed 2008 City of Pullman Levy Rate Amount per
Property Tax Levy per $1,000 $210K Home
GO Bond 0.2602 54.64
EMS Levy 0.4202 88.24
General 3.0239 635.02
2008 2008
Proposed 2008 Metropolitan Park Dist. Levy Rate Amount per
Property Tax Levy per $1,000 $210K Home
Metro Park District 0.4202 88.24

2009 2009
Proposed 2009 City of Pullman Levy Rate Amount per
Property Tax Levy per $1,000 $229K Home
GO Bond 0.2207 50.54
EMS Levy 0.3894 89.17
General 2.8022 641.70
2009 2009
Proposed 2009 Metropolitan Park Dist. Levy Rate Amount per
Property Tax Levy per $1,000 $229K Home

Metro Park District 0.3894 89.17
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9. AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE AMOUNT OF THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE
(EMS) TAX LEVY FOR COLLECTION IN 20009.

STAFF REPORT

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL ON STAFF REPORT

READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 08-21

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE AMOUNT OF THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE
(EMS) TAX LEVY FOR THE YEAR 2008 FOR COLLECTION IN 2009 TO RAISE
REVENUE TO MEET ESTIMATED EMS EXPENDITURES.

DISCUSSION

ACTION TAKEN

NOTES :



REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION
For Meeting of: November 18, 2008

ACTION REQUESTED
Set voter-approved 2008 EMS property tax levy for collection in 2009 for the General Fund.

BACKGROUND

The County Assessor advises us that the State requires that he receive a separate
ordinance from the city to set the EMS Levy. This action complies with his request.

On September 19, 2000 the voters approved a permanent EMS Levy by a 68% affirmative
vote. The County Auditor certified this vote on September 29, 2000. This ballot measure
set the levy rate at $0.50 per $1,000 assessed valuation. State law also requires a
referendum procedure to repeal this levy, and this procedure is codified in P.C.C. 3.28.010

The ordinance under consideration increases property tax collections $22,448 due to the
addition of new construction and improvements and the Council exercising its authority to
increase property taxes by the one percent revenue limit.

RECOMMENDATION

Adoption of Ordinance

FISCAL IMPACT

Estimated EMS levy revenues: $498,590

SUBMITTED BY ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL REVIEW

Troy Woo 1. Ordinance No. 08 - 21

Finance Director
Administration/Finance

REVIEWED BY

Initial Date

Dep't Head TwJ I / fj/ 08

T

City Supervisor \W -y [ox

City Attorney  Cimey (- - 0¥
(as to form) J




ORDINANCE NO. 08- 21

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE AMOUNT OF THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE
(EMS) TAX LEVY FOR THE YEAR 2008 FOR COLLECTION IN 2009 TO RAISE
REVENUE TO MEET ESTIMATED EMS EXPENDITURES.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pullman adopted
Ordinance No. 00-16 on May 23, 2000, which provided for the
submission of a permanent EMS levy proposition to the voters of the
City, and setting this levy at $0.50 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation; and,

WHEREAS, this proposition was approved by 68% of the voters on
September 19, 2000 and certified by the Whitman County Auditor on
September 29, 2000; now, therefore,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PULLMAN DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: As approved and authorized by the voters on
September 19, 2000, the 2008 EMS property tax levy for collection
in 2009 is estimated at thirty-eight point ninety-four cents
($0.3894) per thousand dollars assessed value, estimated to total
$498,590, to raise revenue to meet estimated EMS expenditures. The
estimate is an increase of $22,448 or a 4.71 percent over the
previoug year. An increase of 517,687 or 3.71 percent is a result
from the addition of new construction and improvements to property.

An increase of $4,761 or 1.00 percent 1is a result from an
adjustment to the levy rate. This increase is exclusive of
additional revenue resulting from new construction, improvements to
property, any increase in the value of state assessed property,
newly constructed wind turbines, any annexations that have
occurred, and refunds made. Increasing EMS expenses within the
City’s General Fund substantiates the increases.

SECTION 2: This ordinance shall be in full force and take
effect five (5) days from and after its publication, or a summary
thereof is published, in the official newspaper of the City of
Pullman.

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Pullman at a regular

meeting held on the day of , 2008
SIGNED by the Mayor in Authentication and Approval Thereof on
the day of , 2008.
Mayor
Attest:

Finance Director

Approved as to Form:

City Attorney
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10

A RESOLUTION ON DECLARING SNOW EMERGENCIES.

STAFF REPORT

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL ON STAFF REPORT

RESOLUTION NO. R-92-08

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS OR HIS
DESIGNEE TO DECLARE A SNOW EMERGENCY WHEN DEEMED NECESSARY AND
ADVISABLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENSURING THE SAFE PASSAGE OF VEHICLES
ON CITY STREETS.

DISCUSSION

ACTION TAKEN

NOTES:



REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

For Meeting of: 11/18/08

ACTION REQUESTED:

Authorize the Director of Public Works to declare a snow emergency when necessary.

BACKGROUND:

One of the 2008 adopted Council goals was to “consider adopting an emergency snow removal and street cleaning
ordinance to address the problem of parked vehicles that impede snow and gravel removal efforts.” This issue was
discussed at the Council meeting on October 21%. The consensus was that there currently exists adequate regulation to
address vehicles that are parked on the street and left for long periods of time. Snow plow operators and transit bus
operators will be engaged to help with identifying such vehicles to facilitate the Police Department effort to have these
vehicles moved. This should address the majority of the related problems for the snow removal crew.

Occasionally, however, there may be a need to have all vehicles removed from a street for the purpose of snow plowing
or removal. To establish the authority to post such streets and tow vehicles if necessary, a resolution has been prepared
by City Attorney Laura McAloon for Council consideration. The proposed resolution provides authority to the Public
Works Director to proclaim a snow emergency when necessary to impose emergency parking restrictions for the
purpose of snow removal. The proposed resolution further requires that the Public Works Director adopt related
procedures for education of the public, publication and notice to the public, and provision of information on the streets
and parking lots impacted. A copy of the policy that I have prepared for that purpose is also attached for reference.

RECOMMENDATION:

Adopt the attached resolution authorizing the Director of Public Works to declare a snow emergency when necessary.

FISCAL IMPACT:
BARS Code Number
SUBMITTED BY: ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL REVIEW/ACTION:
Name Mark Workman 1. Resolution No. R-92-08
Title Public Works Director 2. Snow Emergency Policy
Dept. Public Works
REVIEWED BY:
Initial Date
Department Head AN\ L/s/08
City Supervisor %’ﬁ& I{f ;;{é £
City Attorney it l--08
(As to Form) J

S.R. #132



RESOLUTION NO. R- 92 -08

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS OR
HIS DESIGNEE TO DECLARE A SNOW EMERGENCY WHEN DEEMED
NECESSARY AND ADVISABLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENSURING THE
SAFE PASSAGE OF VEHICLES ON CITY STREETS.

WHEREAS, Pullman City Code Subsection 1.18.040(8)
provides that the Public Works Director shall have charge
of and supervision over all city streets and sidewalks;

and,

WHEREAS, winter weather conditions may make it
necessary and advisable to impose emergency parking
restrictions on city streets in order to permit the Public
Works Department to properly remove snow and apply deicing

or traction materials to the street surfaces; and

WHEREAS, the City Council deems it necessary to
authorize the Public Works Director to impose parking
restrictions on any and all city streets by public
proclamation of a snow emergency, provided appropriate
measures must be taken to inform the general public of the
emergency parking restrictions so as to allow residents and
visitors to voluntarily move vehicles from any restricted

street or roadway; now, therefore,

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the city
of Pullman that the Public Works Director is authorized to
declare a Snow Emergency and to impose emergency parking
restrictions upon any and all city streets and parking lots
and to require the removal of any vehicle from the
restricted street or parking lot if, in the opinion of the
Public Works Director or his designee, said vehicle is
impeding the removal of snow or the application of
appropriate deicing or traction materials on the roadway or

parking lot.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Public Works Director
shall adopt procedures for the education of the public on
the effect of a Snow Emergency, for publication and notice
to the general public of the declaration of a Snow

Emergency, and to provide all citizens and visitors with



information and advice on the streets and parking lots

impacted by the Snow Emergency declaration.

ADOPTED by the City Council of the city of Pullman at a
regular meeting held this day of ,
2008.

DATED this _ day of , 2008.

Mayor

ATTEST:

Finance Director

Approved as to Form:

City Attorney



City of Pullman
Public Works Department

MEMORANDUM

TO: Whom It May Concern
FROM: Mark D. Workman, Public Works Director

RE: Snow Emergency Policy
DATE: November 5, 2008

When it is deemed necessary due to the accumulation of snow to have certain streets
cleared of parked cars for the purpose of providing snow plowing and/or snow removal,
the Public Works Director will declare a Snow Emergency by notification to the public
through communication media outlets. Said notification will be substantially in the form

noted below:

“A Snow Emergency is hereby declared for the City of Pullman by the Public Works
Director. When it is deemed necessary to have a street cleared of parked vehicles for the
purpose of snow plowing and/or snow removal, said streets shall be posted at least 24
hours in advance of said pending restriction. Vehicles parked on that street during the
restricted time frame are subject to towing at the vehicle owner’s expense. The contact
number to initiate claiming towed vehicles is (509) 332-0802. Your cooperation in this
regard is appreciated.”

Following concurrence by the Public Works Director and/or the Maintenance and
Operations Superintendent, the City Maintenance Supervisor may post specific streets for
snow plowing or removal, ensuring that the noted posting requirement is followed and
that all reasonable avenues are first employed to have street-parked vehicles removed
including knocking on doors and working through the Police Department to locate
vehicle owners. If unsuccessful, the Maintenance Supervisor may request the Police
Department have vehicle(s) towed. Once work on a street has been completed, the
posting signs shall be removed by the Maintenance Supervisor.

This policy may be extended to parking lots as deemed necessary.
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11. A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN ACCOUNTS AS BAD DEBTS.

STAFF REPORT

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL ON STAFF REPORT

READING OF RESOLUTION NO. R-93-08

A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE DUE TO THE CITY
OF PULLMAN TO BE BAD DEBTS AND REMOVING SAID ACCOUNTS FROM THE
ACTIVE ACCOUNTING RECORDS OF THE CITY.

DISCUSSION

ACTION TAKEN

NOTES :



REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

For Meeting of: November 18, 2008

ACTION REQUESTED

Council declaration of certain delinquent accounts owed to the City to
be bad debts, authorizing the Finance Department to remove said debts
from the City's active accounting records, and cease active collection
efforts.

BACKGROUND

From time to time it is necessary to purge the City's accounts
receivable files of those accounts which have not had a payment in at
least twelve months or have been determined by staff to Dbe
uncollectible. Wherever possible, these accounts have been turned over
to a collection agency for collection, and will remain in a collection
status after action is taken by the Council. The write off total is
$64,722.53. The write off total consists of ambulance, utility, plan
check, protective inspections, and malicious fire alarm accounts.

The Council last wrote off bad debts on November 27, 2007.

RECOMMENDATION

Adoption of the attached resolution.

FISCAL IMPACT

$ 64,722.53

BARS Code Number

SUBMITTED BY ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL REVIEW/ACTION
Troy Woo 1. Resolution No. R- 93 -08
Name

Finance Director
Title

Finance
Department

REVIEWED BY

Initial Date
Department Head T th;ég

City Supervisor }jﬂ_:a A ([_/_2% ZQS’
(Ameq

L= 14- 03

City Attorney
(As To Form) J




RESOLUTION NO. R- 93 -08

A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE DUE TO THE CITY
OF PULLMAN TO BE BAD DEBTS AND REMOVING SAID ACCOUNTS FROM THE
ACTIVE ACCOUNTING RECORDS OF THE CITY.

WHEREAS, it has been made to appear to the City Council of the
City of Pullman that there are certain Accounts Receivable owing to
the City of Pullman which on the 18th day of November, 2008, were
more than twelve months old or determined to be uncollectible; and,

WHEREAS, the Finance Director of the City of Pullman has
advised this Council that he and members of City staff have made a
diligent effort to collect payment on the aforementioned Accounts
Receivable; and that it is the considered opinion of the Finance
Director of the City of Pullman that to expend further effort to
collect payment for the aforementioned Accounts Receivable would be
futile and for naught; and that said accounts should be declared
uncollectible and should be removed from the active accounting
records of the City of Pullman; and,

WHEREAS, this Council believes that the aforementioned
Accounts Receivable as more specifically set forth hereafter should
be declared tc be bad debts which are uncollectible and should be
removed from the active accounting records of the City of Pullman;
now, therefore,

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Pullman that the Accounts Receivable listed in Exhibit "A" are
hereby declared to be bad debts, which are uncollectible and are
hereby removed from the active accounting records of the City of
Pullman.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforementioned Accounts
Receivable are still due and owing to the City of Pullman, but that
the Finance Director and staff may now discontinue active efforts
to collect said debts.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Finance Director is authorized
and directed to make the necessary accounting entries and

transactions to effect the purpose of this Resolution.



ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Pullman at a

regular meeting held on the day of , 2008.

DATED this day of , 2008.

Mayor

ATTEST:

Finance Director

Approved as to Form:

City Attorney



2008 Uncollectible List for Councll

amb-11756 .

amb-11763 1.00
amb-11773 68.00
amb-12573 274.00
amb-12576 1687.57
amb-12595 645.00¢
amb-12616 236.00
amb-12697 2,622.00]
amb-12717 1,192.00/
amb-12727 686.00
amb-12742 972.004
amb-12793 116.69]
amb-12819 536.004
amb-12910 238.00)
amb-12913 106.54}
amb-12942 134.19]
amb-12963 205.80f
amb-13019 145.49,
amb-13161 179.40
amb-13172 106.04;
amb-13190 855.001
amb-13203 333.40
amb-13212 103.56
amb-11972 75.00
amb-12618 245.001
amb-12685 1,174.00
amb-12709 596.00
amb-12726 692.00,
amb-12764 619.001
amb-12830 692.96|
amb-12837 740.00;
amb-12855 265,39
amb-12859 377.20]
amb-12860 131.00]
amb-12867 915.00,
amb-12879 556.00]
amb-12880 229 80,
amb-12892 662.00
amb-12932 536.00]
amb-12960 976.00%
amb-12964 582.001
amb-12969 1,122.80]
amb-12993 742.00;
amb-13004 674.00
amb-13015 909.00;
amb-13031 921.00
amb-13038 179.80,
amb-13048 1,014.00
amb-130563 9486.00/
amb-13054 329.00
amb-13066 816.00
amb-13068 536.00
amb-13076 2,184.001
amb-13093 798.00
amb-13105 1,370.00
amb-13108 871.004
amb-13109 1,128.00
amb-13110 305.95
amb-13111 909.00
amb-13113 1,251.00]
amb-13114 871.00
amb-13117 445.06
amb-13120 7870
amb-13138 561.00)
amb-13142 524.00
amb-13154 873.00
amb-13160 987.00

EXHIBIT "A"



amb-13164 864.00
amb-13182 474.00]
amb-13183 1,694.00
amb-13195 1,164.00
amb-13200 574,00}
amb-13201 583.00
amb-13214 108.80)
amb-13226 1,066.00
amb-13241 175.80)
amb-13246 189.80)
amb-13252 104.80)
amb-13258 604.00
amb-13262 722.00
amb-13265 196.40)
amb-13269 12.00
amb-13271 686.00)
amb-13273 921,00
amb-13277 1,028.00]
amb-13284 561.00
amb-13286 964.00]
amb-13300 £84.00)
amb-13306 84.60)
amb-13308 841.00
amb-13317 544.00
amb-13321 §18.00
amb-13322 674.004
amb-13334 729.004
amb-13347 800.00f
amb-13352 75.00
amb-13363 241.59
amb-13373 857.001
amb-11916 115.50
amb-11932 100.03|
amb-12163 650.00]
amb-12273 220.00
amb-13220 100.00}
gen-10008 275.00
gen-10210 485.78
gen-10212 1,0563.62)
gen-10236 5,20
str-10009 200.00¢
utw-10234 84,66|
utw-10235 867.17
utw-10237 4373
utw-10241 430.96
utw-10243 37.75)




