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 In March, we informed 
newsletter readers that the 
Planning Commission had 
conducted a public hearing on 
the city’s proposal to expand its 
urban growth area (UGA).  Since 
then, the City Council has held 
two public hearings on this 
matter, concluding the second 
hearing with an endorsement of 
a specific UGA plan.   

 Cities establish urban growth 
areas to designate land for future 
urban development.  When a city 
includes property in a UGA that 
is outside the city limits, that 
munic ipa l i ty  i s  bas ica l ly 
extending an invitation to the 
owners of that property to 
annex their land. 

 In this instance, 
Pullman is devising a UGA 
that would provide 
sufficient land for urban 
growth to the year 2060.  
As such, our proposed 
UGA expansion is larger 
(in terms of percentage) 
than most other cities in 

Washington state that update 
their plans based on a 20-year 
time horizon.   

 At the Planning Commission 
hearing in March, the majority of 
publ ic comment promoted 
limitations on the size of the UGA 
to protect resources, ensure 
effective public service delivery, 
and preserve the rural lifestyles of 
nearby county residents.  In the 
e n d ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n 
recommended approval of a 
proposal that would add 6,750 
acres to the city’s existing 7,850-
acre UGA.  

 During the May 3 City Council 
hearing, most of the input from 
citizens and Council members 
related to increasing the size of 
the UGA to make sure the city is 
prepared to accommodate its 
growth needs over the next 50 
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COUNCIL ENDORSES 
URBAN GROWTH AREA PLAN 
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Most of the input related to 
increasing the size of the UGA to 
accommodate the city’s growth 
needs over the next 50 years. 
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years.  The Council asked that extra land 
be considered for inclusion in the UGA in 
the Brayton Road/Albion Road area and 
also along the Pullman-Moscow Highway 
out to Sunshine Road. 
 

 At the June 28 hearing, planning staff 
presented the updated proposal for UGA 
expansion to the Counci l  (see 
accompanying map below).  This revised 
plan would add 8,185 acres of property to 
the existing UGA.  Public comment was 
offered expressing concern about potable 
water availability in the future, and staff 
addressed the remark by explaining the 

city’s plans to conserve water and pursue 
additional sources.  During this session, 
Council members expressed support for the 
revised UGA plan as presented. 

 In order to complete this UGA 
reevaluation process, staff must conduct 
several more tasks, including formal 
consultation with airport stakeholders 
(required by state law for local adoption of 
revised land use designations near airports), 
preparation of UGA boundary descriptions, 
and final amendments to the text of the 
Comprehensive Plan to reflect the size and 
configuration of the UGA.  Once staff 
finishes these activities, it will transmit the 
official documents to the City Council for its 
review and action at a public meeting.  
Planning staff is hopeful that a revised UGA 
can be adopted within the next four months.  

Planning staff is hopeful that a 
revised UGA can be adopted 

within the next 4 months. 
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 During a public hearing on June 20, the Board of 
Adjustment cleared the way for establishment of a new 
park in Pullman.  At that meeting, the Board issued a 
conditional use permit for the facility, to be located west 
of Golden Hills Drive directly south of the Golden Hills 
West Manufactured Home Park on Sunnyside Hill. 

 The applicant in this case was the Emerald Pointe 
Community Organization (EPCO), consisting of the 
group of homeowners along Nicole Court.  The 
organization decided that it could part with a 2.9-acre 
piece of its common open space land, and convey it to 
the city for use as a public park.  Before offering the 
property to the city, the organization determined it would 
be appropriate to apply for the conditional use permit. 
 Parks are designated in the zoning code as 
conditional uses in all residential zoning districts.  
Conditional uses are developments that warrant special 
consideration before being established or altered in a 
particular area due to their potential impacts on 
surrounding properties. 
 The EPCO worked with the city public services 
department and the WSU Department of Horticulture 
and Landscape Architecture to prepare plans for 
development of the proposed park.  The plan presented 
to the Board of Adjustment at its hearing included a 
playground, a restroom/shelter structure, a small athletic 
field for such activities as soccer or volleyball, a lawn 
bowling area, and open space (see accompanying 

drawing below).  Given the narrow width of the property 
and its challenging slopes, the applicant also requested 
that it be allowed to establish only 10 off-street parking 
spaces instead of the 15 spaces that would be required 
by the zoning code for a park of this size. 

 At the hearing, a representative from the EPCO 
spoke in favor of the application, stating that it would be 
beneficial to provide this space for neighborhood 
children to play.  No one testified against the proposal, 
but the Board did receive two letters from area 
residents expressing opposition based on the potential 
for increased noise.  Planning staff suggested a 
condition that the applicant install a landscape strip of 
trees and shrubs along the north boundary of the 
proposed park to help reduce noise impacts.  In the 
end, the Board approved the conditional use permit, 
including the off-street parking variance, subject to the 
condition recommended by staff.  Staff noted at the 
hearing that there already is some landscaping along 

the north boundary of 
the proposed park, so 
the applicant would be 
required to plant trees 
and shrubs to fill in 
existing gaps.   
 If the EPCO offers 
the land to the city, the 
City Council must 
make a determination 
as to whether or not to 
accept the property.  A 
representative from 
the EPCO said it will 
likely present its 
request to the Council 
later this summer.  
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The proposed park could include a 
playground, a restroom/shelter structure, a 
small athletic field for activities such as 

soccer or volleyball, a lawn bowling area,  
and open space. 

The proposed park is shown in the center of this photograph. �
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This newsletter is an occasional and voluntary 

publication of the planning department and does not  

take the place of official notices required by law.  

Information provided in this newsletter is subject to 

change. Please contact the planning department or 

review official notices distributed by the city to confirm 

the information contained herein. 

For any readers who are not currently receiving thi s 

newsletter by email and who wish to register for th is 

service, please contact the planning department for 

assistance. 
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