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THE HARVEST DRIVE MEDIAN EXPLAINED

The most frequently asked question of the planning
department over the past month is “What is the purpose of
that concrete median on Harvest Drive near Bishop
Boulevard?”  This median was installed because of
construction of the Walmart Supercenter, as explained
below.

The newly constructed median at Harvest Drive.

Following Walmart's initial submittal of plans for the
Supercenter project in 2004, the city required the company
to prepare a traffic study to analyze the impacts of the
proposed store on traffic in the vicinity. As this study was
being assembled, the city and Walmart heard from citizens
in the Harvest Drive residential area that the construction
of the store would likely add vehicular traffic in their
neighborhood. These citizens expressed concern about
reduced safety near their homes as a result of these extra
vehicles passing through. The traffic study recognized
these concerns and suggested the construction of a
median in Harvest Drive to dissuade motorists from using
the street as a route between the Walmart Supercenter
and destinations north of the neighborhood. The
Environmental Checklist submitted by Walmart in 2005
affirmed the potential impact that was noted in the traffic
study and offered the following mitigation measure:

Construct traffic calming improvements on Harvest Dr.,
specifically a raised median on Harvest Drive from
Bishop Boulevard to 50’ north of Bishop Boulevard plus
signage intended to discourage traffic on Harvest Drive.

The city's Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS)
regarding the environmental impacts of the project was
issued in August of 2005. This DNS accepted all
mitigation measures offered by Walmart as a means of
reducing the impacts of the development. Some of these
measures were expanded as a result of the subsequent
appeal proceedings, but none of them were reduced in
scope. So, that is why the median, with appropriate
signage, has been installed in Harvest Drive.
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This newsletter is an occasional and voluntary
publication of the planning department and does not
take the place of official notices required by law.
Information provided in this newsletter is subject to
change. Please contact the planning department or
review official notices distributed by the city to confirm
the information contained herein.

For any readers who are not currently receiving this
newsletter by email and who wish to register for th is
service, please contact the planning department for
assistance.




