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 At its February 24 meeting, the 
City Council declined the proposal 
by WSU to establish a university 
district in a 5 to 2 vote.  The 
Council made this decision after 
accepting a great deal of public 
input, including comments from 39 
community members over the 
course of two hours during the 
session. 
 
 The university district concept 
was proposed as a means for WSU 
and the city to combine resources in 
the interest of improving public 
services on College Hill.  The 
approximate boundaries of the 
district were Garfield Street on the 
north, Maple Street on the west, 
Oak Street on the south, and the 
WSU campus on the east.  At the 
Council meeting of January 20, 
President Elson Floyd presented his 
latest proposal for the university 
district.  At that time, he asked the 
Council to establish the district.  He 
also stated that, if he was granted 
that request, he would appoint a 
broadly constituted advisory board 
to develop the specific requirements 
for improvement of the district.  
 
 Before taking a formal vote on 
the matter at the February 24 
meeting, Council members made 
several comments, including the 
following:  

· it is important to address College 
Hill matters in a comprehensive 
fashion 

· everyone involved should practice 
personal responsibility to improve 
their part of College Hill 

· the city and WSU have worked 
together to accomplish a great 
many improvements on College 
Hill, and both entities will 
continue to be active in this 
regard because the status quo is 
no longer acceptable 

· there are various programs and 
organizations already in place to 
enhance the neighborhood, 
including the College Hil l 
Tomorrow program, the College 
Hill Association, the Better 
Neighborhoods for Pullman 
committee, and the Landlord/
Tenant Association 

· the university district proposal 
has increased awareness of 
College Hill issues and potential 
solutions, and all interested 
parties are encouraged to stay 
involved by joining one or more of 
the existing processes 

 

 Council members expressed their 
gratitude to all of the individuals 
who provided input regarding this 
matter.  Council member Barney 
Waldrop said it was a great example 
of the democratic process at work.  
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CITY COUNCIL ADOPTS NEW STORMWATER UTILITY 
 In response to state regulations, the city of 
Pullman recently authorized the creation of a 
stormwater utility fund to support an increase in 
services required for meeting National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II 
Municipal Stormwater Permit compliance.  As a 
result, stormwater utility fees will be charged on 
all developed property within the city limits.  The  
stormwater utility ordinance and fee schedule 
were adopted by the City Council on February 
3, 2009.  Fees will be assessed beginning with the 
March billing cycle with charges first appearing 
on utility bills dated March 25th. 
 Below is a compilation of frequently asked 
questions and answers related to this new pro-
gram. 
 
1)  What is stormwater?  

 
Stormwater is rain and snow melt that runs 
off surfaces such as rooftops, paved streets, 
parking lots and other areas that prevent or 
slow infiltration of water into the ground. 
Most surfaces in Pullman produce some 
amount of runoff, even undeveloped land.  
As water runs off these surfaces, it can pick 
up pollution such as: oil, fertilizers, pesti-
cides, soil, trash, and animal waste. From 
here, the water might flow directly into a 
local stream. Or, it may enter one of many 
of Pullman’s storm drains and continue 
through pipes until it is released untreated 
into a local waterway.  Most of Pullman’s 
stormwater eventually makes its way into 
the South Fork of the Palouse River. 
 

2)  Why did Pullman create a stormwater   utility? 
 
The Washington Department of Ecology 
(Ecology) has determined that Pullman’s 
stormwater is contributing to the impair-
ment of the streams that run through town.  
As a result, the city is under state mandate 
to improve the quality of our stormwater 
and reduce the amount of pollutants to the 
maximum extent practicable.  In February 
2007, Pullman came under the National Pol-

lutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit.  The 
Permit is administered by Ecology and in-
cludes a detailed list of costly stormwater 
management actions that the city needs to 
perform in order to remain in compliance 
with state law. 

 
3)  What properties are included in the utility? 

 
The boundary, or service area, of the city 
stormwater utility will include the entire in-
corporated area of the city.  For now, only 
developed properties with impervious sur-
faces on them will be assessed fees. 

 
4) How are the utility fees going to be deter-
mined? 

 
Utility fees for developed property will be 
determined based on the amount of imper-
vious surface area (ISA).  Impervious surface 
means a hard surface, which prevents or 
slows the entry of water into the ground 
and/or causes water to run off in greater 
quantities or at an increased rate of flow 
different than the natural conditions prior to 
development. Common impervious sur-
faces in Pullman include rooftops, drive-
ways, parking lots, storage areas, paved 
streets, compacted gravel, packed 
earthen materials and oiled surfaces which 
similarly impede the natural infiltration of 
stormwater. 

 
 All developed properties with impervi-
ous surfaces in Pullman were measured and 
fees determined based on the number of 
billing units or equivalent residential units 
(ERU) that each type of developed prop-
erty has.  The ERU for Pullman was deter-
mined to be 3,500 square feet of ISA.  
Therefore 3,500 square feet of ISA makes 
one billing unit.   
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Property classifications and their corresponding ER Us include the following: 
 

Single Family Residential 1.0 ERU 
Duplex 1.0 ERU (0.5 ERU per dwelling unit) 
Three-plex 1.5 ERU (0.5 ERU per dwelling unit) 
Four-plex 2.0 ERU (0.5 ERU per dwelling unit) 
All other properties ISA was measured on all commer cial properties, institu-

tions, organizations, schools & multi-family proper ties.  
ERUs were calculated for each specific property by tak-
ing the total ISA measured and dividing by 3,500. 

 
5) How much are the fees? 

 
In order to meet the state’s increasing requirement s for the next three years,         stormwater 
utility rates have been set as follows: 

 
2009  $3/ERU/Month 
2010  $5/ERU/Month 
2011  $7/ERU/Month 

 
For more information on how the fees were determine d and what they will be used for, please con-
tact Stormwater Services Program Manager Rob Bucher t at (509) 332-3314 or email 
rob.buchert@pullman-wa.gov .  You can also visit the Stormwater Services websi te at: http://
www.pullman-wa.gov/DrawOnePage.aspz?PageID=1002 . 
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This newsletter is an occasional and voluntary 

publication of the planning department and does not  

take the place of official notices required by law.  

Information provided in this newsletter is subject to 

change. Please contact the planning department or 

review official notices distributed by the city to confirm 

the information contained herein. 

For any readers who are not currently receiving thi s 

newsletter by email and who wish to register for th is 

service, please contact the planning department for 

assistance. 
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