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If you live on Edge Knoll Drive, your score is 62.
If you reside on Baldwin Drive in the Evergreen
Addition, your rating is 22. A home on the upper part
of Hall Drive near the high school comes in at 54.

And a dwelling on Colorado Street nets a score of 85.
What do these numbers signify? They denote the

“Walk Score” for each of these locations in Pullman.
As it happens, there is a website that provides a
walkability rating for any address in the nation. This

Walk Score website (http://www.walkscore.com/)

promotes pedestrian travel by supplying these
ratings and providing information about the qualities
and benefits of walkable neighborhoods.

Each Walk Score is calculated on the basis of

distance to typical destination points such as stores,
restaurants, schools, and parks. The rating ranges
from O to 100. The higher the number, the more
walkable the area. For example, the website claims

that scores between 90 and 100 represent a “walkers’

paradise,” while rankings below 25 indicate a “car-
dependent (driving only)” setting. The organization
states that it measures how easy it is to live a “ca
lite” lifestyle—not how pretty the area is for walking

Mgy

point for a walkable neighborhood.

The website also lists the following characteristics
of a walkable neighborhood:

a center (a discernable focal point, such as a
shopping district, main street, or public space, is
present)

density (the neighborhood is compact enough for
local businesses to flourish and for public transit
to operate)

mixed income and mixed use (housing is available
for everyone who works or goes to school in the
area, and businesses and residences are located
near each other)

public space (there are plenty of parks and other
public places available to gather and play)
pedestrian-centric design (buildings are placed
close to the street to cater to foot traffic)

schools and workplaces (educational facilities and
places of employment are close enough so most
residents can walk to these destinations from
their homes)

streets designed for everyone (public rights of way
are well-connected; include accessible facilities for
pedestrians, bicyclists, public transit, and
motorists; and are built for appropriate vehicle
speed)

The website has a number of other interesting
features, including a narrative about “why walking

matters,” a ranking of America’'s most walkable
neighborhoods, and a blog that presents various
entries on the subject of pedestrian travel. It is
certainly worth exploring for those who have an
interest in non-motorized transportation and its effect

on neighborhood quality.
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This newsletter is an occasional and voluntary
publication of the planning department and does not
take the place of official notices required by law.
Information provided in this newsletter is subject to
change. Please contact the planning department or
review official notices distributed by the city to confirm
the information contained herein.

For any readers who are not currently receiving this
newsletter by email and who wish to register for th is
service, please contact the planning department for
assistance.




