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In last month’s issue of the Planning Department Newsletter, we reported that Pullman Hearing Ex-
aminer Stacy Bjordahl held a public hearing in late May to consider an appeal regarding a DNS issued 
by the city of Pullman under SEPA rules for the proposed Animal Haven Pet Adoption Center.  The 
planned animal shelter  facility involves construction of five buildings on a 6.2-acre site near the inter-
section of SE Johnson Avenue and SE Old Moscow Road.  The appeal was filed by six parties who 
own land in the vicinity.  The issues cited in the appeal document included noise, stray animals, odors, 
and reduction of property value.  
 

On June 18, Ms. Bjordahl issued a decision to deny the appeal.  In the Findings and Conclusions sec-
tion of her decision, the hearing examiner wrote the following: 
 

Because none of the Appellants filed written comments during the commenting period [allowed 
in the early stages of the SEPA process] the Appellants are barred from challenging the City’s 
environmental determination.  As such, the Appellants do not have standing and have failed to 
exhaust their administrative remedies (commenting on the Preliminary DNS). 

 

The hearing examiner stated in her opinion that, since the appellants were found to not have legal 
standing in this case, she did not need to address the substantive issues raised in the appeal.  
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The existing Whitman County Humane Society animal shelter is located on Guy Street. 
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HEARING EXAMINER DENIES ANIMAL SHELTER APPEAL   
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This newsletter is an occasional and voluntary 

publication of the planning department and does not  

take the place of official notices required by law.  

Information provided in this newsletter is subject to 

change. Please contact the planning department or 

review official notices distributed by the city to confirm 

the information contained herein. 

For any readers who are not currently receiving thi s 

newsletter by email and who wish to register for th is 

service, please contact the planning department for 

assistance. 
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Phone: 509-338-3213 
Fax: 509-338-3282 
Email: bethany.johnson@pullman-wa.gov 
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