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 On April 17, the City Council and Planning Commission will 
conduct a joint session to address the findings and recommendations 
of the College Hill neighborhood study report prepared by consultant 
Studio Cascade, Inc.  This report was formally presented to the 
Council by Studio Cascade ’s principal planner Bill Grimes on April 3.  
As planning staff stated in its memorandum for the joint meeting, 
“The objective of this upcoming session is to start providing answers to 
the question: Where do we go from here?” 
 City staff will take part in the discussion by providing background 
information on topics raised in the report.  Those topics include 
neighborhood planning, zoning, parking, housing, infrastructure, and 
law enforcement. 
 This joint meeting will take place at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall 
Council Chambers.  Interested parties may observe the proceedings 
either in person or on cable television channel 13. 
 A full copy of the College Hill study report is available at the city of 
Pullman website (http: / /www.pullman-wa.gov/content /WYSIWYG/
Planning/Col%20Hill%20Study%20Report%203-20-07.pdf).  Hard copies 
of the report are also available at Pullman City Hall, 325 SE Paradise 
Street; and Neill Public Library, 210 N. Grand Avenue.  
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 The Palouse Economic Development Council 
(PEDC) and Community Action Center (CAC) 
sponsored a seminar on affordable housing at the 
Gladish Community and Cultural Center on March 
22.  This forum, attended by approximately 70 
people, involved a general assembly to open the 
evening followed by several breakout sessions. 
 Two professionals involved in the field of hous-
ing presented information at the plenary session.  
The first contributor was Chris Venne from Com-
munity Frameworks of Spokane.  He spoke of the 
importance of affordable housing in maintaining a 
healthy economy.  Next, Glen Crellin of the Wash-
ington Center for Real Estate Research provided 
statistics showing the extent of housing afforda-
bility challenges across the state. 
 The three breakout events featured “Land De-
velopment 101,” “Alternative Development Con-
cepts,” and “Zoning and Land Use Options.”  The 
four panelists at the session on zoning and land 
use were: Dave Yadon, Coeur d’Alene planning 
director; Mark Bordsen, Whitman County planner; 
Pete Dickinson, Pullman planning director; and Jim 
Weddell of Common Ground.  A summary of their 
comments is provided in the following paragraphs. 
 Mr. Yadon presented PowerPoint slides to dis-
play various housing options allowed in the city of 
Coeur d’Alene.  These options included reduced 
lot sizes, decreased 
building setbacks, 
and configuration of 
separate single fam-
ily housing units on 
the same lot in a 
clustered pattern. 
 Mr. Bordsen said 
Whitman County has 
facilitated housing 
construction through 
its cluster residential 
development stan-
dards, and it is likely 
to offer additional 
housing opportuni-
ties by means of its 
proposed rural resi-

dential development ordinance.  However, he said 
attainment of water rights is a major constraint to 
establishment of housing in the county. 
 Mr. Dickinson described the four principal meth-
ods the city of Pullman is employing to assist with 
affordable housing in the community: ensuring 
adequate residential land supply to limit real estate 
costs, allowing for high density to reduce the unit 
cost of housing, providing flexibility in housing type 
choices (such as manufactured homes, town-
houses, and planned residential developments), 
and directly facilitating affordable housing through 
acquisition of grants and recruitment of develop-
ers. 
 Mr. Weddell promoted programs that could be 
established to aid in the construction of affordable 
residences.  He stated that local jurisdictions 
should consider inclusionary zoning techniques 
wherein developers set aside a certain percentage 
of their housing units for low- to moderate-income 
persons based on a combination of incentives and 
mandatory provisions. 
 All those in attendance at this forum were grate-
ful to PEDC and CAC for providing the opportunity 
to address local affordable housing issues.  Con-
tinuing efforts in this regard by all participating 
agencies will help reduce housing costs in our 
community.  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING FORUM CREATES AWARENESS  

Manufactured homes are an affordable housing option allowed in any residential zone 
in Pullman. 
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 The planning department hosted a public 
meeting on March 26 at Neill Public Library to 
solicit public comments on the city’s critical ar-
eas ordinance and any appropriate amendments 
to this ordinance.  Approximately 12 people at-
tended the meeting.  Participants offered several 
good suggestions for amending the regulations, 
and these suggestions are currently being re-
searched by planning staff.  
 Critical areas ordinances are required of all 
local jurisdictions across the state in accordance 
with the provisions of the Washington State 
Growth Management Act (GMA).  The GMA 
provides a schedule for Washington counties and 
their incorporated cities to update their critical 

areas ordinances.  According to this schedule, 
the city of Pullman is required to review and, if 
necessary, revise its critical areas ordinance by 
December 1, 2007.   
 The Planning Commission is scheduled to re-
view draft revisions to the Pullman ordinance at 
7:30 p.m. on May 23 in the City Hall Council 
Chambers.  For those who were in attendance at 
the March 26 meeting, you will note that this is a 
change from the tentative schedule presented at 
that time.  At its meeting of May 23, the Com-
mission will accept oral and written comments 
from the public on the proposed critical areas 
ordinance amendments. 

PLANNING COMMISSION TO REVIEW  
CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE REVISIONS 
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