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On March 9, 2007, the city of Pullman
received a report from planning
consultant Studio Cascade of Spokane
that presented findings and
recommendations for its College Hill
neighborhood study. This study
formally began on November 14, 2006,
when the City Council retained Studio
Cascade to conduct a comprehensive
review of College Hill issues. The
review, jointly funded by the city and
WSU, involves a study of land use,
transportation, and social matters in the
College Hill core area bounded by
Stadium Way, Grand Avenue, and
Main Street (excepting the WSU
campus).

The March 9 report includes
background information on the
characteristics of the neighborhood, a
review of past planning efforts
concerning College Hill, a discussion of
issues facing the area, and
recommended actions for

improving
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the neighborhood. The recommended
actions in the report include the
following:

the city should enhance law
enforcement on College Hill by
finding ways to dedicate more
resources to its police department
or by pursuing collaborations with
other law enforcement agencies

the city may wish to consider
expanding its on-street parking
permit program into all areas of the
hill without requiring neighborhood
initiation

the city should consider revising its
parking requirements to a maximum
of two parking spaces per dwelling
as opposed to one parking space
per bedroom and encourage
residents to share vehicles, walk,
bicycle, and ride the bus

The report promotes Colorado Street as an opportunity area for mixed use development.



the city should engage in a full-scale planning
process for College Hill to develop a long-term
vision and policies for the neighborhood,
potentially leading to changes in zoning
designations and land wuse development
regulations

the city should consider provisions to protect the
integrity of the historic district on the hill

the city should think about instituting architectural
design provisions to improve the appearance of
new development on the hill

the city should create a landlord registration
program to allow the city to contact owners
whose properties may be subjected to damaging
behavior by tenants

the city should devise a new housing inspection
program involving inspections conducted at the
request of owners or tenants, and possibly
include provisions allowing the city to call for
inspections after a certain number of complaints
are filed

the city and WSU should identify the timing and
design of capital investment on the hill, create a
design scheme for the interface between city and
WSU jurisdictions, and work together to establish
remote parking lots to store College Hill resident
vehicles

WSU should consider adopting a current
comprehensive master plan in writing for public
review

WSU should continue its student discipline
program and its Alcohol and Drug Counseling,
Assessment and Prevention Services (ADCAPS)
operation

WSU may wish to consider strategies to make
on-campus housing more attractive to entice
students to remain in this housing for their
sophomore years

WSU may wish to reintroduce controlled use of
alcohol in fraternities and sororities to reduce
alcohol consumption in areas further removed
from campus

the Greek community should increase

supervision at fraternity “live-out” houses, park
some vehicles at remote lots to lessen parking
demand at houses, and enhance their community
outreach efforts to improve their status in the
neighborhood

WSU students should continue their
neighborhood clean-up programs and support a
less auto-dependent culture through shared use
of autos, carpooling, etc.

the College Hill Association should continue to
hold meetings with as broad an invitation list as
possible and conduct outreach efforts in which
permanent residents facilitate friendships with
students

landlords and property managers should
standardize an orientation packet to all renters,
develop personal relationships with tenants to
guide them in proper behavior, and use eviction
as a last resort to address problematic behavior

real estate developers should communicate plans
for new development openly with community
members to build trust and gather beneficial
input, design student housing projects to respect
their surroundings, and consider innovative ways
to create needed housing (such as mixed
residential/commercial developments located
along busier streets)

stakeholders should pursue a rental rehabilitation
program to enhance the appearance and integrity
of housing units on the hill

the community should use citizen groups with a
larger, citywide focus to help temper policy
recommendations related to College Hill so that
impacts on all Pullman neighborhoods are
considered

A full copy of the College Hill study report is
available at the city of Pullman website (http://
www.pullman-wa.gov). Hard copies of the report are
also available at Pullman City Hall, 325 SE Paradise
Street; and Neill Public Library, 210 N. Grand
Avenue.

Studio Cascade’s principal planner Bill Grimes is
scheduled to formally present the College Hill report
at the City Council meeting on April 3 at 7:30 p.m.
Public input on the report will also be accepted at
that meeting.



CRITICAL AREASORDINANCE PUBLIC MEETING TO BE HELD MARCH 26

The planning department is hosting a public
meeting at 7:00 p.m. on March 26 in the Edith
Hecht Room of Neill Public Library to present a
summary of the city’s critica areas ordinance
and solicit public input on any appropriate
amendments to this ordinance. The regulations
contained within this ordinance protect critical
areas and resource lands in the community.
Critical areas are identified as wetlands, habitat
conservation areas, critical aquifer recharge ar-
eas, frequently flooded areas, and geologically
hazardous areas. Resource lands are defined as
agricultural, forest, and mineral resource proper-
ties of long-term commercial significance.

Critical areas ordinances are required of all
local jurisdictions across the state in accordance
with the provisions of the Washington State
Growth Management Act (GMA). The GMA
provides a schedule for Washington counties and
their incorporated cities to update their critical
areas ordinances. According to this schedule,
the city of Pullman is required to review and, if
necessary, revise its critical areas ordinance by

December 1, 2007.

AT

Pullman’s first critical areas ordinance was
adopted in 1992. Students and faculty from the
WSU Environmental Science program per-
formed much of the necessary research for this
inaugural effort. In 2003, the city’s regulations
were revised substantially to comply with an
amendment to the GMA that required local gov-
ernments to protect critical areas in accordance
with the “best available science.” For this 2003
update, the city retained the services of consult-
ant Economic and Engineering Services, Inc. of
Kennewick to assist in the development of the
regulations. The 2003 version of the critical ar-
eas ordinance, currently in use by the city, can be
viewed on the city’'s website at http:/
www.pullman-wa.gov/DrawOnePage.aspx?
Pagel D=48.

At the meeting of March 26, planning staff
will invite oral and written comments from the
public on the critical areas ordinance. If you are
not able to attend the March 26 session, you are
encouraged to submit remarks to planning de-
partment personnel by telephone, e-mail, postal
mail, or by visiting us at City Hall.
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