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 In last month’s newsletter, we announced the Planning Commission’s scheduled 
forum to accept public input on College Hill issues.  This kick-off meeting for the 
“College Hill Tomorrow” program took place on October 10 at City Hall, with 
approximately 40 citizens in attendance.  This project is being conducted to refine the 
College Hill study report produced earlier this year by consultant Studio Cascade, Inc. into 
a formal strategy to improve conditions on the hill.  As noted in previous articles on this 
subject, the College Hill study was jointly funded by the city and WSU.   
 The October 10 session began with a presentation by planning staff.  In this 
presentation, staff outlined past city workshops and planning efforts pertaining to this 
neighborhood and provided information on anticipated actions relative to the College Hill 
Tomorrow program.  Staff then outlined the major issues on the hill and the community’s 
response to these issues over the years.   
 Next, the Planning Commission offered citizens in attendance the opportunity to add 
to staff’s list of issues on College Hill.  Through this process, a total of 13 issues were 
identified.  Then, the Commission asked each audience member to select from this list the 
three most significant issues, ranked in priority order, on index cards supplied to each 
participant.  The results of this poll (shown below) were presented at the meeting.  (Total 
points were determined by assigning three points to the most significant issue, two points 
to the second most significant issue, and one point to the third most significant issue from 
each ballot.)   
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CITY INITIATES  
“COLLEGE HILL TOMORROW”  

PROGRAM  

Land Use/Zoning/Design—61 
Property Maintenance—33 
Parking—33 
Unruly Behavior—27 
Lighting Deficiencies—21 
Code Enforcement/Implementation—14 
Historic Preservation—13 

Infrastructure/Maintenance—10 
Noise—9 
Traffic—6 
WSU Expansion—5 
Sidewalk Deficiencies—3 
Reconciling Value Differences—1 

 

 Following this exercise, the Commission entertained public input.  In all, 18 
individuals offered oral or written comments.  The opinions expressed by these 
individuals included the following:  
 

·  new development should respect the historic character of the neighborhood 
·  the hill has reached or exceeded its resident carrying capacity 
·  the parking problems on the hill are caused not just by commuters, but also by 

residents and their guests 
·  a stronger police presence and better overall code enforcement would improve the 

neighborhood 
·  the issues on College Hill are not unique to Pullman and the community can learn 
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from the successes of other college towns 
·  the Greek community is a significant part of the College Hill area and should be consulted on neighborhood 

planning efforts 
·  the establishment of more businesses offering basic supplies on the hill should be promoted to minimize vehicle 

use 
·  expansion of businesses on the hill is a concern—especially if this involves additional taverns 

 
At the conclusion of the meeting, the Commission announced the next steps in the process.  The College Hill Tomorrow 
program will continue with planning staff interviews of stakeholders, followed by an open house where preliminary 
goals and potential land use scenarios for the hill will be presented for public comment.  Watch for announcements of 
these future activities in upcoming editions of this newsletter. 
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This example shows how revisions are made to the Census Bureau’s address list.�
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